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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Local Travel section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· There has been an increase in tension in urban areas. We advise against visiting the high-density suburbs. There has been a general increase in the level of violent crime. There is a continuing risk of violence at political demonstrations, but main tourist areas have been largely unaffected by political and social unrest.
· You should avoid engaging in overtly partisan political activity, or in activities that could be construed as such.
· Most visits to Zimbabwe are trouble free. We recommend travel with organised tour operators to well-established destinations. We strongly advise against independent travel, particularly back-packing.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets including places frequented by foreigners. Please read “Security and General Tips” and “Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas” pages for further information and advice.

Crime

Mugging and pick pocketing are becoming common in Harare and other city centres, especially after dark. You should be particularly cautious when leaving banks and cash points. Visitors to Victoria Falls, national parks and other tourist centres should be wary as tourists, particularly backpackers, are the principal targets for casual thieves. Wherever possible, you should travel with a recognised tour group or operator and should always avoid travelling alone.

Armed car-jacking has become a cause of concern in the major towns in recent years. Thefts from vehicles are common. Drivers should keep their vehicle doors locked and windows closed, and be cautious when travelling particularly at night and at filling stations. There are regular reports of incidents of robberies and car jackings of vehicles using the Harare Airport road. You should be extra vigilant when using this route. If possible, you should not leave vehicles unattended in isolated scenic spots or in unguarded areas in the towns. If an attack takes place, do not resist. Hand over keys and anything else demanded.

The incidences of opportunistic theft, especially of handbags etc, is high and passports are at particular risk. You should take care with baggage in public places, and at reception desks when checking in/out of hotels. Particular care should be taken at Harare International Airport where there has been an increase in such thefts. You should carry photocopies of your passport, although banks will not accept photocopies for monetary transactions. If your passport is lost or stolen, you should immediately inform the police and the British Embassy in Harare.

Political Situation

There has been both political and social unrest in Zimbabwe for several years. This has affected urban and rural areas, but the principal tourist areas have been largely unaffected. Political violence has resulted in serious injury and deaths.

Parliamentary elections were held on 31 March 2005. The ruling ZANU (PF) described its campaign as "anti-Blair". There were incidents of violence during the two previous elections, in 2000 and 2002, although not specifically targeted at British interests.

In recent months the authorities carried out a brutal "clean up" campaign throughout Zimbabwe, particularly in urban areas. This has resulted in the destruction of the homes and small businesses of hundreds of thousands of people and some displacement to the rural areas. Urban areas are tense, and the situation could deteriorate quickly, without warning. Visitors should avoid going to "high density" (low-income) urban areas.

You should avoid engaging in overtly partisan political activity, or in activities which could be construed as such, including political discussions in public places or criticism of the President. You should also be aware that an open hand is the political symbol of the main opposition political party, the Movement for Democratic Change, and a friendly wave may therefore be misinterpreted as a provocative gesture. The carrying of the main independent newspapers (the Financial Gazette, the Independent and the Standard) and books by banned authors can provoke a hostile reaction from ZANU (PF) supporters.

In the event of increased political tension, visitors and British nationals resident in Zimbabwe should keep a low profile, exercise caution, stay away from areas where demonstrations may be held, and avoid unnecessary travel in all urban areas. If a demonstration or disturbance is taking place, you should leave the area as quickly as possible. You should not stay to watch or attempt to photograph it, even from a distance, or use a mobile phone.

Local Travel

You should exercise extreme caution when travelling. Because of current uncertainty in the security situation, we strongly advise against independent travel (particularly backpacking), and recommend that you travel with organised tour operators to well established tourist destinations. We strongly advise that you take up-to-date advice from local contacts about any places that you plan to visit.

Business visitors who are travelling under the auspices of well established Zimbabwe organisations and companies are unlikely to encounter difficulties.

In view of a number of incidents affecting hunting parties, we advise you against hunting trips at this time. (See restrictions on import of weapons below).

There is currently a severe shortage of fuel throughout Zimbabwe, even in major cities. Public transport and services, including internal and external flights with Air Zimbabwe, may be cancelled or not run on schedule. If you are driving, you should think carefully before setting out on long distance journeys and keep your tank topped up as much as possible.

Road Safety

Traffic accidents are a common cause of death and injury. Roads are generally in good condition, although potholes can be dangerous in major cities and towns, but you should avoid driving outside the main towns at night as vehicles are often poorly lit and roads badly marked. Abandoned unlit trailers and heavy goods vehicles are particularly dangerous hazards. Pedestrians and stray livestock are additional dangers. Emergency services can provide only limited help in the event of an accident. If you are travelling by car outside Harare, you are advised to carry a comprehensive medical kit.

Police road-blocks are common. You must obey police signals, stop at road blocks and produce identification if asked to do so. It is an offence to continue driving when the President’s motorcade goes past, no matter which side of the road you are on.

British visitors are permitted to drive in Zimbabwe on production of a full UK driving licence.

Buses (mainly privately run minibuses) are overcrowded, inadequately maintained, frequently not insured, and the drivers often reckless. They are not recommended for tourist travel.

Rail Safety

The rail system is underdeveloped and poorly maintained, resulting in numerous accidents. Rail travel is not recommended.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Photography of government offices, airports, military establishments, official residences and embassies, in addition to other sensitive facilities, is illegal without special permission from the Ministry of Information. Laws are strictly enforced. You should note that the area around State House in Harare (the President’s official residence) is patrolled by armed members of the Presidential Guard. They do not allow loitering by motorists, cyclists or pedestrians, and photography is strictly prohibited. If possible, you should avoid this area.

There are laws against indecency, which effectively make homosexuality illegal in Zimbabwe.

Penalties for possession, use or trafficking in illegal drugs are strict and offenders can expect heavy fines or jail sentences.

It is an offence to make derogatory or insulting comments about President Mugabe.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need a visa to visit Zimbabwe. This can be obtained from the Zimbabwean representation in the UK or on arrival in Zimbabwe. The current charge for a single entry visa issued on arrival in Zimbabwe is £35.00 or 55 US Dollars, although this could change. If you have not obtained a visa before travelling, you should bring enough cash with you to pay for your visa on arrival.

Visitors are currently being given entry permission for anything up to 90 days. You are strongly advised to check that the number of days given at the port of entry covers your intended period of stay, although you can apply to have this period renewed and extended if required. We recommend that before you travel you should first check current entry requirements with the Zimbabwean Embassy.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Zimbabwean representation in the UK.

HEALTH
Although not present in Harare and through much of the Highveld (central districts), malaria is prevalent in most other parts of the country, particularly in low lying border areas including the Zambezi Valley, Victoria Falls, Hwange National Park in the low lying parts of the Eastern Highlands and the Vumba, around Mutare.

There have been reported cases of cholera on the border between Zimbabwe and Mozambique. Travellers visiting this area are strongly recommended to take routine food and hygiene measures (medical practitioners can advise).

Zimbabwe has one of the world's highest HIV/AIDS infection rates with 25% of the adult population infected.

Private clinics will not treat patients unless they can pay. Medical costs, particularly for evacuation, can be high. There is a shortage of drugs in public hospitals. If you are on medication, you are advised to bring sufficient supplies of your medication to cover the period of your stay.

You should check the Department of Health website at: www.dh.gov.uk or contact your own GP for up to date advice on vaccinations and other preventive measures to protect your health.

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. This should include cover for medical evacuation by air ambulance. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help

Hard currency is difficult to come by locally. You need hard currency to pay for hotel charges and entry to Victoria Falls and many other national parks: park entry fees vary from up to 15 pounds sterling or 25 US dollars per person. It is advisable to have small denomination notes, as change is sometimes unavailable. All airlines, with the exception of Air Zimbabwe, now include a departure tax in the price of their tickets.

There is no limit on the amount of foreign currency a foreign tourist can take out of the country. Visitors are only allowed to take limited amounts of local currency out of the country although you may be asked to declare how much foreign currency you have in your possession. Current limits are Zim $300,000 cash or bearer cheques. Amounts in excess of this must be handed in at the airport/border. It is illegal to exchange foreign currency in Zimbabwe anywhere other than at officially licensed dealers (e.g. banks). If you are using credit cards, you are advised to check the rate of exchange before completing any transaction.

There is an EU arms embargo on Zimbabwe. It is an offence in UK law to take firearms into Zimbabwe at the current time, even if you intend to bring them back to the UK at the end of your visit.

Long term visitors and residents should register on arrival with the British Embassy in Harare.

This advice has been written primarily for British nationals visiting Zimbabwe.

British nationals living in Zimbabwe will already be aware of much of the background and will have direct experience of local conditions. But we nevertheless hope that the information will be useful to them.
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	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Corner House (7th Floor)
Samora Machel Avenue/
Leopold Takawira Street
PO Box 4490
Harare


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(263) (4) 772990

(263) (4) 774700




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(263) (4) 774617 




	
	Email: 
	 
	


	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 0600-1030 / 1130-1430
Fri: 0600-1200

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1230 / 1330-1630
Fri: 0800-1400


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishembassy.gov.uk/zimbabwe 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Zimbabwe 
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