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	Yemen 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Summary and Crime sections. We now advise against all but essential travel to Marib and Shabwa.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all but essential travel to the area around Saada in northern Yemen.
· There have been a number of kidnappings in Marib and Shabwa over the past six months, the latest being of two Austrians on 21 December 2005.  We advise against all but essential travel to these areas.
· There is a high threat from terrorism and evidence that terrorists may target Western, including British, interests in Yemen. British nationals visiting or resident in Yemen should consider whether their personal security arrangements are adequate. You should be particularly vigilant in places frequented by foreigners, such as hotels.
· Foreigners wishing to travel to the governorates north of Sana’a and to Hadhramaut will need prior permission from the Yemen Tourist Police.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
There is a high threat from terrorism and evidence that terrorists may be targeting Western, including British, interests in Yemen.

 

There have been a number of terrorist incidents in Yemen in recent years. In August 2004, 15 Yemeni nationals were sentenced to terms of imprisonment for terrorist activity, including the attack on the MV Limburg (October 2002). Three US missionaries were killed in a shooting incident in Jiblah in December 2002. Since October 2002 the Yemeni Government has worked to break up terrorist groups in the country and has taken measures to improve security for travellers.

 

British nationals visiting or resident in Yemen should consider whether their personal security arrangements are adequate. You should be particularly vigilant in places frequented by foreigners, such as hotels.

 

Al Qaeda continues to issue statements threatening to carry out attacks in the Arabian Peninsular. These include references to attacks on Western interests, including residential compounds, military, oil, transport and aviation interests.

 

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners, such as hotels.

 

Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages, for further information and advice. Please also check the British Embassy website: (See contact details of this Travel Advice).

 

Crime
 
Incidents of violent crime against foreigners are rare, but the easy availability of weapons makes it a possibility. You should exercise caution at all times.

 

Some tribes are heavily armed and have a tradition of kidnapping foreigners to publicise their grievances or to further their case in disputes with the government. Such kidnappings have occurred in the capital Sana’a as well as in the governorates of Al Jawf, Abyan, Saada and Dhamar. There have been several kidnappings in Marib and Shabwa during 2005 by tribesmen seeking to extract concessions from central government. We advise against all but essential travel to these areas. If you decide that your travel is essential we strongly recommend that you travel with an organised group accompanied by a military escort.

 

Political Situation
 

In June 2004, there was an armed uprising in northern Yemen, in and around the town of Saada and north towards the border with Saudi Arabia. The fighting involved extremists against the armed forces. Government forces have gained control of the area but the area around Saada remains tense, with and outbreak of fighting in April 2005. We advise against all but essential travel to this area.

On 19 July 2005, the Government of Yemen removed fuels subsidies resulting in significant price rises in oil and gas. There were protest demonstrations on 19 and 20 July in Sana’a and elsewhere, and a number of demonstrators were killed in clashes with security forces.

 

In April 2005 there were a number of grenade attacks against Yemeni government targets in Sana’a.

 

Developments in Iraq and on the Middle East Peace Process continue to have an impact on local public opinion in the region. You should be aware of local sensitivities on the issue.

 

You should follow news reports and be alert to local and regional developments, which might trigger public disturbances. You should take sensible precautions for your personal safety and avoid public gatherings and demonstrations.

 

Local Travel
 

Foreigners wishing to travel to the governorates north of Sana’a and to Hadhramaut will need prior permission from the Yemen Tourist Police. Such permission, which may take at least 24 hours to be issued, is easiest to obtain through a travel agent who can organise local tours.

 

Piracy
 
Mariners should be aware that there is the possibility of attacks against ships and in particular yachts off the Yemen coast, especially in the Gulf of Aden. We strongly advise against yachting in this area.

 

Road Travel
 
Driving standards are poor and mountain roads hazardous.

 

Avoid all road travel at night. Care should also be taken to avoid minefields left over from Yemen's civil wars. Travelling off well-used tracks without an experienced guide could be extremely hazardous, particularly in parts of the south and the central highlands.

 

Sea Safety
 

Many areas of the Gulf are highly sensitive, including near maritime boundaries and the islands of Abu Musa and the Tunbs in the southern Gulf.  Vessels entering these areas have been detained and inspected; and there have been occasional arrests.  Mariners should make careful enquiries before entering these waters or considering visiting ports.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Most Yemenis are very friendly and welcoming. But Yemen is an Islamic country and care should be taken to dress modestly and avoid offending local customs. Care should be exercised using cameras anywhere near military or religious sites, or taking pictures of people without their consent. Alcohol should not be consumed in public.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British citizens require visas to enter Yemen. Visas may be obtained in advance from: Yemeni representation in the UK. British and EU citizens can also obtain tourist visas at the airport upon arrival.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact: Yemeni representation in the UK.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance

Medical facilities, particularly away from the main towns, are poor. Malaria is prevalent in low-lying areas along the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf coasts and there have reports of an outbreak of Dengue Fever in the western coastal towns of Hodeidah and Mokah and the hill area of Ad Dhale. Polio is also present in some Red Sea coastal towns. For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk or contact your GP for advice about prophylactics and necessary vaccinations.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help

British nationals in Yemen should register with the British Embassy, 129 Haddah Road, Sana’a (tel 00 967 1 264081/82/83/84). ATMs are very scarce in Yemen. You are advised to bring US dollars in cash as the easiest convertible currency. All flights should be reconfirmed during your stay.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
129 Haddah Rd
Sana'a
Postal address
PO Box 1287 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(967) (1) 264081 /82/83/84




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(967) (1) 263059 




	
	Email: 
	 
	BritishEmbassySanaa@fco.gov.uk General enquiries 
Visaenquiries.sanaa@fco.gov.uk Visa enquiries 
Consularenquiries.sanaa@fco.gov.uk Consular enquiries 
Commercialenquiries.sanaa@fco.gov.uk Commercial enquiries 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Sat-Wed: 0430-1130

Local Time:
Sat-Wed: 0730-1430


	
	Website: 
	 
	


http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/yemen 



	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Yemen 
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