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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Health section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Taiwan is often subject to typhoons and tropical storms. Earthquakes and tremors also occur but most are minor.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· Most visits to Taiwan are trouble-free though you should take sensible precautions against small-scale and petty crimes which are sometimes carried out against foreigners.
· The United Kingdom has no diplomatic relations with Taiwan so limited consular services are available to British nationals.
· If you are staying for longer than four weeks, please register with British Trade Cultural Office.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling to Taiwan. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. (see Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas) for further information and advice.

Crime

Small-scale petty crime affecting foreign nationals exists but is not commonplace.

Advance Fee Frauds

People and companies in the UK (and elsewhere) often receive letters, faxes and e-mails, offering them large sums of money provided they send various 'advance fees' to Taiwanese bank accounts. The fraudsters have obtained the details from telephone or commercial directories, so recipients are not being specifically targeted.

We recommend that people do not reply to these communications. People have lost thousands of pounds in these frauds.

The National Criminal Intelligence Service investigates advance fee frauds in the United Kingdom. For more information on this type of fraud, access their website at: www.ncis.co.uk

Political Situation

You should avoid large-scale political gatherings.

Local Travel

There is a risk of road blockages and landslides following typhoons, especially in central and southern Taiwan. You should check the Central Weather Bureau (www.cwb.gov.tw) and the Directorate General of Highways (www.thb.gov.tw) before travelling to these areas.

Road Safety

Be alert crossing roads, even on protected crossings.

If you intend to drive in Taiwan, you will need an International Driver's Permit (IDP). Once in Taiwan, you will need to take your passport, IDP and a passport photograph to the nearest Vehicle Registration Dept and apply for a driver's licence visa which will then be secured in your IDP.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
If found guilty of smuggling, trafficking, possession or use of illegal narcotics you can expect to receive a severe jail sentence or, in some cases, the death penalty.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Your passport must be valid for at least six months when you enter Taiwan. You may spend up to 30 days in Taiwan without a visa. You cannot extend the waiver period. If you plan to stay in Taiwan for longer than 30 days you must have a visa before you arrive. Specific rules exist for naturalised British Citizens born in the Peoples' Republic of China and holders of British National (Overseas) passports, wishing to enter under the visa waiver scheme. For further information on entry requirements, contact the Taiwan representation in the UK.


Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some documentary evidence of parental responsibility may need to be shown to the local authorities before allowing lone parents to enter or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Taiwan representation in the UK.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance

Taiwan has adequate health and dental facilities to handle routine, emergency and outpatient treatment. Some have English-speaking staff. Hospitals operate on a "pay as you use" basis so it is wise to take money with you. You might also be required to produce your passport. It is worth bearing in mind that unlike the UK, it is not normal practice for a paramedic to accompany an ambulance to an incident.

If walking in rural areas you should be wary of snakes, which can be extremely poisonous.

Avian Influenza (Bird Flu)

Taiwan has recently introduced measures which ban passengers from carrying birds on public transport, and is warning people to avoid contact with birds and to avoid eating uncooked poultry.

There have been no reported cases of Bird Flu (also known as Avian Influenza) in Taiwan during the current series of outbreaks. But The World Health Organisation has confirmed cases elsewhere in the region.

If you are travelling to Taiwan, you should consult your usual healthcare provider for travel medical advice before departure. The risk from Avian Influenza is believed to be very low, provided you avoid visiting live animal markets, poultry farms and other places where you may come into close contact with domestic, caged or wild birds; ensure poultry and egg dishes are thoroughly cooked.

The continuing series of outbreaks of Avian Influenza, which started in South East Asia at the end of 2003, have led to a number of human deaths (in Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, Cambodia and China). The World Health Organisation (WHO) has warned of the possibility that the Avian Influenza outbreaks could lead at some point to a human flu pandemic. British nationals living longer-term in an Avian-Influenza affected region should take personal responsibility for their own safety in the event of a future pandemic, including considering their access to adequate healthcare and ensuring travel documents are up-to-date.

You should read this advice in conjunction with the FCO’s Avian and Pandemic Influenza Factsheet, which gives more detailed advice and information.

Dengue Fever

Authorities continue to take steps to eradicate Dengue fever, which predominantly affects the south of the island.

Please contact your G.P. about inoculations, and treating mosquito bites, well in advance of your visit.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: http://www.dh.gov.uk

NATURAL DISASTERS

Taiwan is subject to typhoons and tropical storms, typically from May to November, sometimes resulting in local flooding and landslides. The Joint Typhoon Warning Center (http://metoc.npmoc.navy.mil/jtwc.html) tracks and monitors active typhoons in the Pacific region.

Earthquakes and tremors also occur although most are minor. Survival tips for both earthquakes and tropical storms can be found on the British Trade and Cultural Office's website.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas please see: What We Can Do To Help

The UK does not have diplomatic relations with Taiwan. The British Assistance and Services Section of the British Trade and Cultural Office in Taipei can provide certain limited consular assistance. However, they cannot issue passports. Passport applications are accepted by the British Trade and Cultural Office, but are forwarded to Hong Kong for processing, which can take 5 working days. Emergency Passports can be issued the same day.

If you are staying for longer than four weeks please register with British Trade Cultural Office.

Western Union, Moneygram and Travellers Express have offices in Taipei. However, operating hours are restricted. Bank transfers can be slow. Some branches of The Bank of Taiwan and HSBC will accept British credit cards, but you will incur handling charges. ATMs are plentiful but not all accept British bank cards. Designated banks will accept American Express, Citibank or Thomas Cook travellers’ cheques (up to 1,000 US Dollars per day) but you should be prepared to produce your purchase certificate or receipt as well as your passport when cashing them in. If in doubt, check whether your travellers’ cheques will be accepted in Taiwan before you travel.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Trade and Cultural Office
8-10 Floor
Fu Key Building
99 Jen Ai Road, Section 2
Taipei, 100, Taiwan 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(886) (2) 2192 7000

(886) (2) 2192 + extension (Direct line)




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(886) (2) 2394 8673 (Commercial) 

(886) (2) 2397 3559 (Inward Investment) 

(886) (2) 2393 1985 (Visa Handling Unit) 

(886) (2) 2397 3609 (Management) 




	
	Email: 
	 
	btco@ms18.hinet.net 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Mon-Fri: 0100-0430 and 0530-0900 (GMT)
Mon-Fri: 0900-1230 and 1330-1700 (local time) 


	
	Website: 
	 
	


Taiwan: British Trade & Cultural Office 



	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Taiwan 
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