                                                                          Page: 12 of 12
                                                                          Sudan (December 1, 2005)

                                                                          Travel Advice by County

                                                                          U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

Country: Sudan
Title: Travel Advice by Country

Issued: December 1, 2005

Source: U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office

	


	
	Sudan 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Health section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all travel to the Eritrean border, and against all but essential travel to Kassala.
· We advise against all travel to the south of Western, Central and Eastern Equatoria (south of Juba and along the Uganda and Congo border), and continue to advise against all but essential travel to all other parts of southern Sudan. There have recently been a number of fatal attacks against people working for aid organisations in northern Uganda and near to the Ugandan border in southern Sudan. The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) is thought to have carried out these attacks. Anyone currently in the region should exercise extreme caution – some of these recent attacks have taken place in daylight hours and close to population centres.
· We advise against all but essential travel to Darfur where conflict continues. Banditry is widespread and great caution is needed when travelling outside the major population centres or at night. There have been several incidents involving NGO and UN staff and some African Union peace monitoring troops have been killed.
· The situation throughout southern Sudan is volatile. There have been robberies and violence against NGO and UN staff in Rumbek.
· The Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in January has effectively brought to an end the north-south civil war. The ruling National Congress Party and the SPLM/A have formed a Government of National Unity, which includes representation from other political parties. However, some areas remain tense and you should remain vigilant and avoid demonstrations or similar large gatherings in public places.
· You should be aware of the threat from terrorism.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. You should register with the British Embassy in Khartoum on arrival and keep in touch throughout your stay.
SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
You should be aware of the threat from terrorism in Sudan. You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 

The incidence of street crime in Khartoum and other major northern Sudanese cities, other than in Darfur, is low compared to many parts of Africa. However, you should exercise caution, particularly after dark.

 

We have received recent reports from travellers of individuals who have attempted to use personal information to extort money from relatives. You should be careful to keep your personal information secure.

 
Political Situation
 

John Garang, the 1st Vice-President and leader of the SPLM/A, was killed in a helicopter crash on 30 July 2005. In the week following his death, there were riots and numerous violent incidents in and around Khartoum, Juba, Port Sudan, Malakal and several other cities. Over 100 people were killed and several hundred injured. There have been particularly violent clashes in the suburbs around Khartoum where internally displaced persons (IDPs) reside. Salva Kir, the new leader of the SPLM/A, has been sworn in as the new 1st Vice-President in Khartoum, and a Government of National Unity was formed on 20 September. However, some tension remains. You should remain vigilant, and avoid demonstrations or similar large gatherings in public places.

 

The Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in January effectively brought to an end the civil war in the south. The ruling National Congress Party and the SPLM/A formed a Government of National Unity on 20 September 2005. However, even before Garang’s death, there had been significant tension on the ground in the south (see South Sudan paragraph of Local Travel section below).

 

In Darfur, the African Union has deployed a peace support operation, which is currently being reinforced to extend the areas it can cover. The situation in Darfur remains tense but, where it is present, the AU is having a positive impact.

 

Despite the ongoing Abuja Peace Process and the signing of a ceasefire agreement between the Government of Sudan, the Sudanese Liberation Movement (SLM) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), some fighting continues in Darfur and the humanitarian situation remains dire (nearly two million people have been displaced by the fighting). International pressure on the Government of Sudan to address the situation is resented in some parts of Sudan. There were demonstrations in Khartoum in April 2005 against the UN Security Council Resolutions relating to Darfur and what is seen by some as unwelcome "western interference".

 

Elsewhere, the United Nations has begun deployment of a peace support mission throughout Sudan, with particular focus on the south.

 
A rebel group known as the Lords Resistance Army (LRA), which has been responsible for a large number of murders and abductions in northern Uganda, also has a presence inside southern Sudan. Since 2002, the Government of Sudan has been co-operating with the Government of Uganda by allowing the Ugandan People’s Defence Force into Sudanese territory in pursuit of LRA fighters. On 13 October 2005, the International Criminal Court (IXX) issued its first arrest warrants for LRA members. Tensions have subsequently increased, amidst fears of LRA reprisals.

Local Travel
 

The Wadi Halfa border crossing between Egypt and Sudan is open. You should not attempt to cross any other land borders, whether or not at official crossing points. Landmines pose a threat in rural areas in many parts of the country.

 

Desert travel within Sudan should be attempted only if you are fully equipped and experienced.

 

Permits, obtained locally, are required for all travel to many destinations outside Khartoum.

 

Please note the following specific localised warnings, and consult the British Embassy in Khartoum if you intend to travel to the following areas:

 

Darfur
 

The security situation in Darfur remains unstable. Some fighting continues and lawlessness and banditry is widespread. On 8 October 2005, four African Union personnel and two PAE national staff were killed in an attack on their convoy.

 

There have been a number of instances of attacks on and detention of humanitarian workers. On 22 March 2005, a clearly identified convoy of humanitarian vehicles was attacked by unknown assailants on the Nyala to Kass road resulting in the wounding of a member of the US DART team. On 12 December 2004, two Save the Children UK (SC (UK)) national staff were murdered at an unofficial checkpoint, while travelling in a convoy of three clearly marked SC (UK) vehicles. This underlines the risks involved in road travel in parts of Darfur.

 

We advise against all but essential travel to Darfur unless engaged in essential humanitarian work. NGO workers should ensure that they have co-ordinated their movements with UN Security and ensure that all necessary parties have been notified. We strongly advise against travel at night or away from significant population centres.

 

Eastern Sudan
 

In June 2005, there were significant outbreaks of violence by rebel militia against the Government in eastern Sudan just north of the Eritrean border. The area is still tense and there is a risk of further violence. In late January 2005, Port Sudan witnessed violent clashes between police and the Beja Congress in which 19 people were killed.

 

Eritrean and Sudanese military forces face each other on the eastern border, although the situation is quiet at present. We advise against all travel to the Eritrean border, and against all but essential travel to the town of Kassala. On 4 May 2005, two Sudanese aid workers were killed near Kassala when their vehicle was attacked.

 

Southern Sudan
 

We advise against all travel to the south of Western, Central and Eastern Equatoria (south of Juba and along the Uganda and Congo border). The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) are thought to be responsible for separate attacks on 25, 26 and 31 October and 5 November 2005, against vehicles containing aid workers in Equatoria in southern Sudan and northern Uganda. These attacks have resulted in the deaths of at least five people, including one British national and a number of other serious injuries. Diplomatic missions in the Ugandan capital, Kampala, have seen an extract from a letter, purporting to be from the LRA, which threatens to kill any ‘white person’ moving in the region. If you are currently in the region you should exercise extreme caution, think carefully about your security and whether you need to remain. Some of the recent attacks have taken place in daylight hours and close to population centres.

 

We continue to advise against all but essential travel to other parts of southern Sudan. Generally, the situation on the ground in southern Sudan is volatile. Lawlessness remains a problem and there have been several recent reports of attacks on NGO and UN staff in Rumbek. A curfew is in place in Rumbek from 20:00 - 06:00.

 

Travel in the south is not straightforward, particularly during the rainy season (from July to October). If you do need to travel in Southern Sudan, we strongly advise against travel at night and outside major population centres.

 

Upper Nile State
 

The situation in Upper Nile remains tense as the SPLM begin to establish the new State Government. You should avoid all but essential travel to the area for the time being, unless engaged in essential humanitarian relief work.

 

Unity State
 

Small-scale military clashes between rival militias have been reported from Bentui and Ribkona. We advise against all but essential travel to this area for the time being, unless engaged in essential humanitarian relief work.

 

Nuba Mountains
 

The Nuba Mountains have been subject to a cease-fire since 2002, and this has been incorporated into the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. International personnel have participated in a peace-monitoring mission since 2002 (which has now been taken over by the UN), and the cease-fire has largely been upheld. But we advise against all but essential travel to the Nuba Mountains unless engaged in official ceasefire monitoring or essential relief work. On occasions, unofficial visitors to the Nuba Mountains area have been arrested and held in detention.

 

Road Travel
 

You are at risk of involvement in traffic accidents when using public transport, as many vehicles are unsafe.

 

The driving conditions and standards in Sudan are below those in the UK and other European countries. Only major roads are metalled. Residential areas usually have unsurfaced roads. At night, there is generally no street lighting and many vehicles have no lights. Roads are used by pedestrians, donkey-carts and rickshaws, as well as motor vehicles.

 

Outside Khartoum, some major routes between towns have good roads. Off the beaten track, roads may consist of a rough track and in many areas, not even that. Any journeys not following a major route or road should include a local guide with experience of the area. Many areas south of Khartoum become inaccessible by road during the rainy season from July to October. The wadis (dry riverbeds) are subject to dangerous flash floods and many are not passable during the rains unless travelling on a major road.

 

Although drivers need a licence and insurance, many do not have these. You should ensure that you obtain adequate insurance, preferably including a premium for "blood money" in case of involvement in an accident involving a third party. Many international companies and organisations do not permit their international staff to drive due to safety concerns. These organisations usually provide transport for their staff. You can drive in Sudan using a full United Kingdom driving licence for a maximum period of three months. You can obtain local driving licences from the police.

 

There are no restrictions on women driving in Sudan and both men and women can obtain local driving licences, upon production of a full United Kingdom driving licence, from the local authorities.

 

Sudanese law prohibits the use of mobile phones whilst driving.

 

Air Safety
 

Although international flights conform to international safety standards, you should be aware that the same assurances cannot be made for internal flights operated by national airlines.

 

Sea Safety
 

There have been attacks of piracy and armed robbery against ships in and around Sudanese waters. Mariners are advised to take appropriate precautions.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Sudan operates Islamic Sharia Law. Alcohol is not permitted.

 

Non-Muslim women are not expected to wear a veil or cover their heads, but you should dress modestly and respect local customs and sensitivities.

 

Homosexual practices and extra marital relations are illegal and subject to severe penalties under Islamic Sharia law. Sudanese society is not, therefore, tolerant of homosexual relationships.

 

There are severe penalties for drug trafficking in Sudan.

 

In theory, all photography requires a formal photographic permit. We are aware of several cases where individuals have been arrested. A permit can be obtained following an application to the External Information Centre (part of the Ministry of Information).  We strongly advise against taking photographs close to Government Buildings, military installations and other sensitive areas (bridges, airports etc).

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You should obtain a visa before travelling. Please contact the Sudanese Embassy in London. Website: The Sudanese Embassy in London.

Passports must have a minimum of six months validity from the date of arrival for travellers to Sudan.

If you have a flight out of Sudan, you should note exit visa requirements.

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country.  For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Sudanese Embassy in London.

If you do not hold diplomatic passport you are required to register with the Aliens Department within three days of your arrival in the country. (1 passport size photo is needed and the fee is the Dinar equivalent of around £15). Once registered, you are not required to obtain an exit visa to leave the country. British nationals are required to pay US$20 per person airport tax.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. This should include cover for medical evacuation by air ambulance. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

You should seek medical advice from your GP before travelling to Sudan. Many diseases are present in Sudan for which vaccinations are recommended. It is advisable to be up to date with immunisations against Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio, Hepatitis A and B, Meningitis, Typhoid and Yellow fever for travel to Sudan. Malaria prophylaxis advice should also be sought before travelling. Water and food-borne diseases can be prevalent and include Salmonella, Typhoid, Shigella, Giardia, Hepatitis A and Amoebiasis. AIDS is believed to be a growing problem.

 

As a general rule, GP facilities in Khartoum are adequate but the hospitals are not suitable for elective problems and only suitable for stabilisation of serious medical problems prior to evacuation.

 

The World Health Organisation reported an outbreak of Yellow fever in Southern Kordofan State, particularly around Dilling, from mid October 2005. More than 547 cases, with fatality rates around 25% have been reported in affected areas. A large immunisation campaign of 1.7 million doses of the vaccine is planned to start on 2 December 2005.

 

In 2005 the World Health Organisation (WHO) has reported cases of meningitis in West Darfur, Gedaref State, Blue Nile State and Khartoum State. You should be immunised against meningitis if you plan to visit the area, taking into account that outbreaks of meningitis are also recurrent elsewhere in Sudan.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
Sudan suffers from both drought and flash flooding. If you are planning to travel overland to remote areas, flooding can make areas inaccessible by road.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

You should register with the British Embassy in Khartoum on arrival and keep in touch throughout your stay.

We strongly recommend that you take out adequate comprehensive medical and travel insurance before visiting Sudan.

Money: Credit cards and travellers' cheques are not usually acceptable in Sudan. It is not possible to obtain cash against credit cards at banks and credit cards are not acceptable at hotels to settle bills. Neither is it possible to cash travellers' cheques through the local banking system in Sudan. You should ensure that you have sufficient hard currency, preferably US Dollars, to cover expenses during your stay.

There is no legal requirement to carry identification documents but we strongly recommend that you carry a form of photo identification with you at all times.

You should ensure that onward or return flights are reconfirmed with the airline at least 72 hours before departure.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
off Sharia Al Baladia
Khartoum East
(PO Box No 801) 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(249) (183) 777105




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(249) (183) 776457 

(249) (183) 775562 Consular/Visa 




	
	Email: 
	 
	Media.Khartoum@fco.gov.uk 
Consular.Khartoum@fco.gov.uk 
Visa.Khartoum@fco.gov.uk 
Commercial.Khartoum@fco.gov.uk 
Aid.Khartoum@fco.gov.uk 
Management.Khartoum@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Sun-Thurs: 0500-1200

Local Time:
Sun-Thurs: 0800-1500


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/sudan 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Sudan 


Complements of

Political Asylum Research

And Documentation Service (PARDS) LLC

145 Witherspoon Street

Princeton, New Jersey 08542

www.pards.org
Phone: 1 (609) 497 – 7663

politicalasylum@gmail.com
Internal File: Sudan(TravelAdvicebyCountry)U.K.Foreign&CommonwealthOffice(December1,2005)

                                                                                        Complements of www.pards.org
                                                                                        Princeton, New Jersey 08542

