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	Sri Lanka 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Terrorism, and Political Situation section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all but essential travel to the north or east of Sri Lanka.
· Ongoing political violence and civil unrest, especially in the north and east, have intensified recently. You should follow local developments closely, be aware of your surroundings and avoid political gatherings or demonstrations.
· A state of emergency is in effect. This gives wide discretionary powers to the Sri Lankan Authorities. You are strongly advised to observe government and security regulations.
· The December 2004 tsunami killed more than 30,000 people and caused extensive damage in the south western, southern and eastern coasts of Sri Lanka. Most hotels and other tourist facilities have reopened, but if you are planning to travel to an area affected by the tsunami, you should check that tourist facilities are available.
· There is a threat from domestic terrorism in Sri Lanka. You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

There is a threat from domestic terrorism in Sri Lanka. Since the beginning of Sri Lanka’s internal armed conflict in 1983, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have carried out a significant number of terrorist attacks. A formal ceasefire agreement between the Sri Lankan Government and the LTTE has been in place since February 2002. Despite the ceasefire, there have been abductions, shootings and grenade attacks. These have intensified in recent months throughout the north and east of Sri Lanka.

British nationals, and foreign interests generally, have not been the targets of domestic terrorist attacks. However, there is a danger that foreigners may get caught up in attacks. Government buildings or security installations are the likely LTTE targets, although the Temple of the Tooth in Kandy suffered considerable damage from bombing in February 1998 and Colombo international airport was attacked in July 2001.

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read: Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and guidance.

Crime

Violent crimes against foreigners are relatively infrequent, although there have been reports of sexual assaults and muggings against tourists. When travelling around Sri Lanka, you should make arrangements through reputable travel companies (such as those identified in your guidebook or local listings information) and exercise appropriate caution.  Women in particular should take care when travelling alone.

There has been an increase in the number of reported thefts from hotels and guesthouses.  You should take sensible precautions to safeguard your valuables, especially passports and money. There are reports of credit card fraud.

Political Situation

There has been armed conflict in Sri Lanka since 1983. Over 70,000 people are estimated to have been killed. A Ceasefire Agreement was signed in February 2002 by the government and the LTTE. But there are frequent incidents of political violence, including attacks on the security forces and violence between armed Tamil groups, and of civil unrest. These have increased significantly in frequency and seriousness in recent months and particularly since the beginning of December 2005. There have also been political killings in Colombo and occasionally elsewhere. In the last year more than 400 people have been killed.

A state of emergency was declared by the Government of Sri Lanka in August 2005. This gives the police wide discretionary powers to establish checkpoints. You are strongly advised to observe government and security regulations.

You should follow local developments closely, be aware of your surroundings and avoid political gatherings or demonstrations.

Local Travel

We advise against all but essential travel to northern or eastern Sri Lanka.  This covers the areas roughly north of the A12 road and the east coast, north of Pottuvil, including Batticaloa and Trincomalee.  Much of the north and east of Sri Lanka remains heavily land-mined, particularly around the A9 road from Vavuniya to Jaffna.  Both the Sri Lankan Armed forces and the LTTE maintain strong military forces in these areas and tensions can rise quickly.

Road Safety

In Sri Lanka, all road-users, including pedestrians, should be prepared for the unexpected. Erratic driving and bad road conditions contribute to frequent traffic accidents.

Buses are generally badly maintained and bus drivers often have little or no training. Bus crashes are a regular occurrence. In April 2005, a bus that had ignored a level crossing signal was hit by a train. 35 bus passengers were killed. Alternative forms of transport should be used where possible.

Taxis and hire cars are inexpensive in Colombo and tourist areas. Motorised rickshaws are readily available for hire in towns and villages, and most drivers are reliable.  However, you should exercise caution, for example by changing to a different rickshaw if yours is being driven dangerously. Women, in particular, should be wary of travelling on their own in a rickshaw at night.

If driving yourself, be alert to the activity of other road-users. In general, bigger vehicles take precedence. Flashing headlights mean that the driver is asserting a right of way (unlike in the UK). If you intend to drive, you should hold an international driving licence validated by the Sri Lankan Automobile Association (SLAA). Licences can be validated over the counter at an SLAA office.

You should comply with instructions at all roadblocks and security checks.

Areas in the north and east affected by the conflict have been heavily land-mined. Travel off the main roads should be avoided.  Always take notice of signs warning about the danger from mines and do not step off metalled roads.

Rail Safety

There have been a number of derailments affecting both tourist trains and commuter trains.

Sea Safety

There have been attacks against ships in and around Sri Lankan waters. Mariners are advised to take appropriate precautions. The coastline and adjacent territorial sea of the Trincomalee, Mullaitivu, Jaffna, Kilinochchi and Mannar administrative districts in the north and east have been declared restricted zones by the Sri Lankan authorities and should be avoided. The Sri Lankan Navy has fired on unauthorised ships in these areas. Entry into Sri Lankan waters, at any point, requires prior permission.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
You are subject to local laws in Sri Lanka and violating them may result in a jail sentence.

There are severe penalties for all drug offences and crimes related to the abuse of children. Convicted offenders may face lengthy jail sentences.

Use of video and/or photography is prohibited near military and government installations.

Same sex relations are illegal.

Although Sri Lankan attitudes to informal European styles of dress are generally relaxed, you should consider religious and other sensibilities. Do not enter a Buddhist temple wearing headgear or with bare legs or shoulders. You should avoid posing for photographs standing in front of a statue of the Buddha. Always remove footwear.

Nude or topless sun-bathing is generally not allowed.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
If you are a British citizen visiting Sri Lanka for tourism for 30 days or less, you will not need to obtain a visa for your visit prior to your arrival. A tourist visa for a one-month stay will normally be issued when you enter Sri Lanka.  You must have a passport valid for at least 6 months after the end of your stay. If you wish to extend your stay in Sri Lanka you should seek a visa extension from the Department of Immigration and Emigration.

You will need a visa for all other purposes.

If you stay longer than your visa allows, you are liable to a fine and possible detention.

HEALTH
Emergency medical treatment is not easily available outside main cities, and injured people may have to be brought to Colombo for treatment. Medical facilities are not always of a standard expected in the UK, particularly outside Colombo. Treatment in private hospitals can be expensive and the options for repatriation to the UK or neighbouring countries in an emergency are limited and very expensive.

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

Dengue fever occurs throughout the country and outbreaks of Dengue increase during the monsoon season. Malaria exists in parts of Sri Lanka. Rabies is widespread and common in local cats, dogs, squirrels, monkeys and other animals. Before travelling to Sri Lanka, you should contact your GP for medical and inoculation advice.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk

NATURAL DISASTERS

The December 2004 tsunami killed more than 30,000 people and caused large-scale damage along the eastern, southern and south western coastline of Sri Lanka. Most hotels and other tourist accommodation in the south and south-west have reopened. Many hotels on the east coast in Trincomalee, Nilaveli and Arugam Bay suffered major damage and remain closed. If you are planning to travel to areas, which may have been affected by the tsunami, check with your tour operators and/or hotel to make sure that tourist facilities are available.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

You must be able to show some identity if requested by, for example, the police. You should carry your passport at all times as a form of identity, and leave details with family or friends.

You should follow local advice e.g. from your hotel before bathing in the sea as in many areas there are dangerous undercurrents and strong riptides.

The monsoon season extends from December to March in the north-east and June to October in the south-west. You should be aware of regional weather forecasts and plan accordingly.

You cannot change Scottish or Northern Irish bank notes. Most major banks will change US dollar travellers’ cheques as well as allow Visa and Mastercard cash withdrawals. There are cash machines (ATMs) in major cities but some do not accept international cards. Credit cards should be used with caution due to the potential for fraud and other criminal activity.

We strongly recommend that all British nationals who are resident, or visiting for over three months, register with the British High Commission in Colombo.
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	Address: 
	 
	190 Galle Road
Kollupitiya
(PO Box 1433)
Colombo 3


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(94) (11) 2437336-43




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(94) (11) 2430308 

(94) (11) 2335803 (Consular/Visa) 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bhc@eureka.lk 
bhctrade@slt.lk (Commercial) 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 0200-1100; Fri: 0230-0730
Visa Section:
Mon-Thurs: 0200-0530; Fri: 0230-0430

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0730-1630; Fri: 0800-1300
Visa Section:
Mon-Thurs: 0730-1100; Fri: 0800-1000 


	
	Website: 
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	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Sri Lanka 
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