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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Health and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all travel to Somalia because of the dangerous level of criminal activity and internal insecurity. Westerners and those working for western organisations have been targeted in recent shootings. A British BBC producer was shot fatally in Mogadishu on 9 February 2005.
· There is a high threat from terrorism in Somalia.
· Those British nationals deciding to remain in or visit Somalia despite our advice to the contrary, should take strong security precautions.
· There is no British representation in Somalia.
· Should you decide to travel to Somalia against this advice, we strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism/Security

We advise against all travel to Somalia.There is a high threat to Western, including British, interests from terrorism in Somalia. The incidents below highlight the threat posed by terrorism in Somalia and the capacity of terrorist groups to carry out attacks.

Westerners and those working for western organisations have been targeted in recent shootings. On 18 April 2005, a Somali aid worker working for a Swedish charity was shot fatally in Mogadishu. A second aid worker was also seriously injured in what appears to have been a planned attack. A British BBC producer was shot fatally in Mogadishu on 9 February 2005 and a bomb exploded in central Mogadishu on 17 February 2005.

A number of British nationals and Westerners have been killed and injured in attacks in Somaliland. The Somaliland authorities believe these were terrorist inspired. Two British nationals were shot dead in Sheikh in October 2003. In the same month an Italian aid worker was murdered in Boroma near the border with Ethiopia. On 19 March 2004, a Kenyan woman working for a German Government aid organisation was shot dead in an ambush on the Hargeisa-Berbera road. Her German colleague was injured in the attack. Several suspects have been detained for this attack and for the two earlier similar incidents. This latter attack resulted in the temporary withdrawal of international aid personnel.

In May 2004, a remote-controlled landmine was found planted in a remote airstrip in the south of Somalia. UN and European Commission flights to Somalia are consequently now much restricted.

The Somaliland authorities have established a Special Protection Unit (SPU) which accompanies all UN missions outside Hargeisa.  NGOs and individuals can also apply for an SPU escort at a cost of US$4.00 per day (or US$7.00 per 24 hours). British nationals who decide to stay in or visit Somaliland, despite our advice to the contrary, are urged to obtain details of the new system and to ensure that, when travelling, they take adequate security precautions.

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read “Security and General Tips” and “Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas” pages for further information and advice.

Crime

There is a dangerous level of criminal activity by numerous bodies of armed militia throughout Somalia. As a result there is a significant level of armed robbery and there have been a number of incidents of kidnapping for ransom. A number of British nationals and Westerners have been killed and injured in attacks in Somaliland (see Terrorism section above). The Somaliland authorities believe these were terrorist inspired; however, the motives for the attacks have yet to be established. There are regular and sporadic outbreaks of inter-clan violence throughout the south of Somalia and especially in Mogadishu.

Attacks of piracy and armed robbery against ships in and around Somalia's waters are frequent and continuing. Mariners should be vigilant.

HEALTH
If, despite our advice, you travel to Somalia, please consult your GP about vaccinations and prophylaxis. There are basic hospital facilities in Hargeisa. Elsewhere medical facilities are extremely limited or non-existent. Ensure that you take out adequate medical insurance before arrival and carry a comprehensive medical pack when travelling up country. Medical insurance should cover the cost of air ambulance evacuation out of Somalia in the event of serious accident or illness. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

There is no British representation in Somalia. Coverage of Somaliland is provided by the British Embassy in Addis Ababa: britishembassy.addisababa@fco.gov
 

Coverage of other parts of Somalia is provided by the British High Commission in Nairobi http://www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/kenya.

 

British nationals planning to visit Somaliland in spite of our advice not to do so should register their presence with the British Embassy in Addis Ababa. This can be done by either contacting the Embassy direct or through the Africa Educational Trust (AET) office in Hargeisa; (tel: +252 213 4534; fax + 252 213 4501). Those planning to visit other parts of Somalia in spite of our advice not to do so should register with the British High Commission in Nairobi.

 

Credit cards are not accepted in Somalia and it is not possible to obtain currency advances against a credit card. Visitors take hard currency, normally US dollars.
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