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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, General and Health section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Incidents of violent crime affecting visitors are very low.
· The Solomon Islands is in the Pacific “Ring of Fire” and subject to earthquakes.
· You should register with the British High Commission on arrival.
· The threat from terrorism in the Solomon Islands is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low. However, you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read “Security and General Tips” and “Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas” pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

Crime

The Solomon Islands Police Force has experienced serious organisational and procedural problems over the last three years, but with the arrival of foreign police officers - mainly Australian and New Zealanders - in July 2003, the security situation has improved. Resources, however, are still limited and response times to calls for assistance are likely to be slow. Incidents affecting non-Solomon Island nationals are rare, but there is the potential for trouble due to civil unrest and drunken behaviour. You should take security precautions at all times in Honiara, and maintain a high state of personal awareness. A gun amnesty in August 2003 saw the return of the majority of weapons held by former militants thus considerably reducing the risk of armed robberies and incidents involving firearms. There are still some guns held illegally and a consequent risk of armed robberies and intimidation. If you plan to visit rural Guadalcanal, or the island of Malaita you are advised to check the latest advice with the British High Commission. Visits to other provinces in the Solomon Islands are generally trouble-free.

Political Situation

The Solomon Islands, following the unrest caused by ethnic tension between 1998-2003, is now a relatively stable and peaceful country. Local politics are increasingly focussing on the General Election that is due in early 2006. The Solomon Islands has no armed forces.

Local Travel

Inter-island travel is by air to mainly grass and coral airstrips, or by ferryboats.

Road Safety

There are few roads in the Solomon Islands, 90% of these are on Guadalcanal and Malaita. Only a few of the main roads are of reasonable quality. The rest are very heavily potholed and in some areas the bridges have collapsed. Standards of driving and vehicle maintenance are poor. Be especially careful when overtaking any vehicle. Solomon Islanders chew betel nut and frequently open vehicle doors, including on the driver's side, when travelling at speed, in order to spit out the juice onto the road.

Air Safety

Air safety has been good but reliability of services can be patchy and cancellations occur. Visitors with international connections should note and plan accordingly.

Sea Safety

Ferry services are usually crowded and safety regulations not always strictly applied. It is advisable to bring your own lifejacket if contemplating sea journeys. Journeys to small and/or remote islands are usually in small-motorised “canoes”.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Drug use is illegal in the Solomons, and can lead to prison sentences. Swearing is a crime and can lead to large compensation claims and even jail.

Dress codes, particularly for women, are modest and you will gain respect by dressing appropriately. In certain areas there are ‘taboo’ sites only visited by men.

Solomon Islanders do not object to being photographed but you should ask permission first.

Land ownership in the Solomon Islands is an important and sensitive issue. Walking and trekking off the beaten track, therefore, may require payment of a “kastom” fee to the landowner.

Homosexuality is technically illegal in many Pacific countries, but this is rarely enforced. Open displays of affection between same-sex partners may offend local inhabitants.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Visas are not required for British nationals visiting the Solomons. Passports should have at least six months validity, and passengers should be in possession of a return or onward ticket. We strongly advise all British nationals (including those residing in the Solomon Islands) to obtain a multi-entry visa for Australia.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. For the Solomon Islands this should include a provision for medical evacuation. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

Medical facilities are very basic throughout the Solomon Islands. There are limited hospital facilities and medical supplies are not always available. Doctors are few and far between. You should take a basic medical kit with you when visiting rural and remote areas. Scuba divers should be aware that there is now a hyperbaric (decompression) chamber in Honiara. Registered dive operators can provide information on access arrangements.

 

Malaria is endemic in the Solomon Islands and Hepatitis A and typhoid also occur. Dengue fever is now a major health risk, with many cases occurring in the last few months, some fatal. There have also been cases of Legionnaires disease reported from Auki in Malaita Province. For medical/inoculations advice contact your GP, and refer to the Department of Health website.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk
 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
The Solomon Islands are a part of the Pacific "Ring of Fire"; earthquakes, tidal waves and volcanic activity can occur at any time. Cyclones occur during the rainy season (usually from November to March).

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help

You should register with the British High Commission on arrival (if necessary via your hotel reception).

The British High Commission in Honiara does not issue passports. Applications for a new passport should be submitted to the High Commission for processing. Where possible, you are advised to apply at least two months before your passport is due to expire. You will be allowed to retain your old passport whilst waiting for the replacement to be processed and returned.

Urgent applications will be forwarded by commercial courier to the British High Commission in Canberra, and the courier cost will be added to the passport fee. You should be aware that our High Commissions will process your application as quickly as possible but, due to the distances involved, it is likely that there will be a delay in issuing you with a full replacement British Passport. Less urgent applications will be forwarded to Canberra via the Diplomatic bag free of charge.

Where necessary the High Commission will issue an Emergency Passport. Emergency Passports are valid for a single journey back to the UK using agreed transit points as necessary, or to Commonwealth countries provided a prior arrangement exists with the authorities of the Commonwealth country concerned.

The High Commission will be able to advise you which of these options best suits your circumstances.

There are three banks operating in the Solomon Islands, but banking facilities outside the major towns are non existent. There are three ATMs in Honiara. Current experience is that these operate efficiently.

There is a GSM phone service in the Solomon Islands. Coverage, however, is limited and you should contact your service provider for further details. Solomon Telekom offer a hire service for their mobile phones.

There are a few internet cafes in Honiara; costs range from SB$12 (£0.80) to SB$46 (£3.20) per hour.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
PO Box 676
Telekom House 
Mendana Avenue 
Honiara


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(677) 21705

(677) 21706




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(677) 21549 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bhc@solomon.com.sb 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Sun-Wed: 2100-0100 / 0200-0500
Thurs: 2100-0100 / 0200-0400

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1200 / 1300-1600
Fri: 0800-1200 / 1300-1500


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Solomon Islands 
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