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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the General section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against road travel in the western Casamance, due to isolated incidents of banditry.
· Pick pocketing and street crime is also common in parts of Dakar. You should take sensible precautions and avoid carrying valuables in public.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· Most visits to Senegal are trouble-free.
· We strongly advise that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas & Security and General Tips pages of the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 
Pick pocketing and street crime (including in taxis), occasionally involving violence, are common in parts of Dakar. You should take sensible precautions and avoid carrying valuables in public.

 

Local Travel
 
Notwithstanding an ongoing peace process, the Casamance region of south-western Senegal including the road into the region from The Gambia, remains affected by insecurity involving separatist rebel groups. We advise against road travel in the Casamance region west of Kolda. There is currently no ferry service between Dakar and Ziguinchor, following the Joola ferry disaster in September 2002.

 

Road Safety
 
While some main roads are of good quality, other roads can be poor especially during the rainy season (July-October). Driving standards are unpredictable. Traffic in the Dakar area is heavy and you need to take particular care and attention to avoid accidents. Driving after dark carries added hazards because of poor lighting both of streets and other vehicles. If you do have an accident you must wait for the police to arrive at the scene.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Most Senegalese are Muslims, although they are tolerant of other customs and religions. However, it is a generally conservative society. You are advised to dress and behave modestly in public outside the main tourist areas. Bars and restaurants usually serve alcoholic drinks but drunkenness is considered offensive. Some Muslims do not shake hands with members of the opposite sex but no rebuff is intended by this. Kissing as a greeting is acceptable but kissing romantically is not. Homosexual acts are illegal in Senegal and there is no gay scene.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
UK passport holders do not need a visa to enter Senegal but passports with less than six months’ validity should ideally be renewed before travel, see also “General” below.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive medical and travel insurance before travelling. This should include cover for medical treatment and evacuation, accidents, cancelled flights and stolen cash, credit cards, passport and luggage. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance
 

You should seek medical advice before travelling and ensure that all appropriate vaccinations are up to date. Malaria and other tropical diseases are prevalent, especially during the rainy season (July-October). You are advised to take prophylaxis against malaria, and use insect repellent. Health facilities in Dakar are reasonable but are limited in the rest of Senegal.

 

Water is sometimes unsafe: visitors are advised to drink bottled water and avoid ice cubes. There are occasional outbreaks of cholera but visitors taking sensible hygiene precautions are unlikely to be affected. Anyone suffering diarrhoea during a visit to Dakar should nevertheless consult a doctor immediately.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: DoH: Health Advice To Travellers.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

The British Embassy in Dakar does not issue passports and before setting off, you should ensure that your passport has sufficient validity and a plentiful supply of unused pages. Applications for new passports are accepted in Dakar for forwarding to the British High Commission in Banjul for processing, but this may take up to five weeks. If a courier is used, the cost will have to be borne by the applicant.

 

Credit cards are accepted in larger establishments that cater for tourists. You should be aware that a commission is added for their use. There are ATM facilities in Dakar, but banking facilities are sporadic in the rest of the country.

 

Senegal has imposed a temporary ban on the import of poultry and poultry products.  This is a precautionary measure against Avian Flu.  At present, however, no cases of Avian Flu have been reported.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
20 Rue du Docteur Guillet 
(Boite Postale 6025) 
Dakar


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(221) 823 7392

(221) 823 9971




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(221) 823 2766 

(221) 823 8415 




	
	Email: 
	 
	britemb@sentoo.sn 
postmaster@britishcouncil.sn British Council 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT: (Local Time=GMT)
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1630
Fri: 0800-1230


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishembassy.gov.uk/senegal 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Senegal 
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