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	Nicaragua 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Natural Disasters section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The mid-Atlantic coast of Nicaragua is recovering from the effects of Hurricane Beta, which struck on 30 October 2005. Travel remains difficult in the affected area.
· There is no British Embassy in Nicaragua. For emergency consular assistance, contact the Honorary Consul in Managua or the British Embassy in Costa Rica (contact details below).
· We advise travelling with caution in the North Atlantic Autonomous Region (RAAN) due to the remoteness of this area. There have been occasional incidents of violent crime in Bonanza, La Rosita, Siuna and Little Corn Island. It is not recommended to walk alone after dark.
· Managua is prone to strikes and demonstrations, which have occasionally turned violent and affected access to the airport. Roadblocks may occur on main roads. Further demonstrations are likely in Managua and could take place elsewhere in Nicaragua. You are advised to avoid all public gatherings or demonstrations.
· Road safety, or lack of it, is probably the biggest single hazard to travellers in Nicaragua. Due to recent assaults on vehicles travelling from Managua airport via Tipitapa to Granada, you should avoid use of this route after dark.
· We strongly recommend that you do not hike without an experienced guide on volcanoes or in remote areas.
· The threat from terrorism is low but you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages.

 

Crime
 
Street crime is prevalent in Managua and occasionally occurs in other large towns. Violent crime is on the increase. Pickpockets and thieves operate on public transport. There has been a recent increase in robberies in and around bus terminals, both for local and international routes. If you are robbed, you should inform the local police and obtain a signed and sealed copy of their report.

 

You should avoid using street moneychangers, as there have been recent reports of assaults on people exchanging money in the streets. (See General section for more information on currency).

 

Where possible use radio-dispatched taxis. If you are getting a taxi on the street, be sure to choose an authorised taxi, which has red plates. It can be an intimidating experience to ride in a taxi and there have been reports of express kidnapping where cash is demanded for release a short while later. Only use taxis that have the driver’s identification number, name and photograph clearly visible on the dashboard. You should take note of the colour and number of the vehicle. Although it is customary in Nicaragua to share taxis with strangers, you are advised to try and arrange a private journey with the driver. Always negotiate the fare with the driver before the journey.

 

You are advised not to travel on buses after dark.

 

You are advised to take precautions when walking, particularly in the markets, bus stations and poorer areas of the town and especially in the vicinity of the old cathedral in Managua. Do not walk alone after dark.

 

Avoid wearing jewellery. Do not carry large amounts of cash, credit cards or other valuables.

 

Keep photocopies of valuables such as passports (including date of entry stamp), airline tickets, driving licence and travellers’ cheques separate from originals.

 

Political Situation
 
The situation in Managua has become more tense following a number of demonstrations and as attention turns to preparations for the 2006 Presidential and Legislative elections. Demonstrations have on occasion turned violent and affected access to the airport. Roadblocks may occur on main roads disrupting movement around the city as well as at other points around the country. Further demonstrations are expected in Managua and could take place elsewhere in Nicaragua. You are advised to avoid large public gatherings or demonstrations.

 

Local Travel
 

We advise travelling with caution in the North Atlantic Autonomous Region (RAAN) due to the remoteness of this area. There have been occasional incidents of violent crime in Bonanza, La Rosita, Siuna and Little Corn Island. It is not recommended to walk alone after dark.

 

Due to recent assaults on vehicles travelling from Managua airport via Tipitapa to Granada, you should avoid use of this route after dark. We also advise against travel after dark on roads and highways in the department of Esteli and on the highway between El Sauce and San Jose de Achuapa where armed gangs have attacked vehicles.

 

Although extensive de-mining operations have been conducted to clear rural areas of northern Nicaragua of landmines left from the war, visitors venturing off the main roads in these areas are cautioned that the possibility of encountering landmines still exists.

 

We strongly recommend that you do not hike on volcanoes or in other remote areas without an experienced guide. Three tourists including a British national died hiking on Ometepe Island’s volcanoes in 2004.

 

Road Safety
 
Road safety, or lack of it, is probably the biggest single hazard to travellers in Nicaragua.

 

Road conditions are generally poor, particularly during the wet season when large potholes can appear overnight. There is no street lighting on the main highways between major cities and only minimal street lighting in urban areas. Driving standards and the conditions of vehicles are poor, particularly those of taxis and buses. Many vehicles do not have rear, brake or indicator lights. Running traffic lights whilst at red is common practice. Drunk driving is a severe problem.

 

Air Safety
 
During the wet season (April to October) you are advised to fly to and from the Atlantic coast of Nicaragua on early morning flights only due to the risk of severe storms later in the day.

 

Sea Safety
 
Strong currents off sections of Nicaragua's Pacific coast have resulted in a number of drownings. Warning signs are not posted and lifeguards and rescue equipment are not readily available in Nicaragua. You should exercise caution if contemplating any swimming or other water activities.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
You should not become involved with drugs of any kind. Possession of even very small quantities can lead to imprisonment.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Entry into Nicaragua may be refused and airlines may not carry you if you hold a passport with less than six months validity or an onward ticket out of Nicaragua. British nationals can visit Nicaragua for up to three months without first obtaining a visa. There is a 5 American Dollars entry fee and 32 American Dollars departure tax. For information on entry requirements for purposes other than business visits or tourism, you are advised to contact the Nicaraguan Representation in the UK.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries required documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Nicaraguan Embassy, Suite 31, Vicarage House, 58-60 Kensington Church Street, London, W8 4DP; (Tel: 020 7938 2373).

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see:Travel Insurance.

 

Public hospitals are not well equipped and although they do not charge for emergency services, they do charge for all supplies and medicines which would normally need to be bought from outside as stocks are not maintained in hospitals. Each department of the country has its own public hospital.

 

Many doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior to providing service although a few private hospitals will accept major credit cards for payment. There are about 10 private hospitals/clinics in Managua.

 

Tap water in Managua has been tested and found safe for drinking, however you are advised to drink bottled water especially when travelling outside the capital.

 

Dengue fever and malaria are endemic to Nicaragua. There are occasional cases of cholera and Leptospirosis. If you are arriving from a country where Yellow Fever is endemic, you must have a valid vaccination certificate to enter Nicaragua. You should seek medical advice before travelling.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 
The mid-Atlantic coast area of Nicaragua is recovering from the effects of Hurricane Beta, which struck on 30 October 2005. Travel remains difficult in the affected area.

 
Nicaragua is prone to seismic and volcanic activity, hurricanes, severe storms and flooding. See advice on hiking under "Local Travel". You can monitor hurricanes on the National Hurricane Centre.

 

Mudslides and floods caused by tropical storms in the area around Mount Musun in central Nicaragua took place in late June 2004 resulting in 25 deaths. 72 kilometres of road have been destroyed.

 

The wet season from April to October brings heavy rains and severe storms (see "Local Travel" section for advice on flying to the Atlantic Coast). Parts of Nicaragua are still recovering from the effects of Hurricane Mitch which killed 3,000 Nicaraguans and left thousands homeless in October 1998.Flooding is common and widespread.

 

The last serious earthquake in 1972, destroyed the centre of Managua. Regular small tremors (most of which go unnoticed) release pressures that could otherwise trigger a larger earthquake.

 

A spine of volcanoes stretches the length of the country, several of which are active, in particular San Cristobal and Cerro Negro.

 

Natural phenomena can disrupt the best-planned visit. You should seek up to date advice from the British Embassy in San Jose if you intend to visit Nicaragua at a time when the country has been affected by a natural disaster.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas please see: What We Can Do To Help.

The British Embassy in Costa Rica has overall responsibility for Nicaragua (there is no British Embassy in Nicaragua), but you can contact the British Honorary Consul in Managua in the event of an emergency (details below).

 

Applications for British passports should be made to the UK Diplomatic Representation in Costa Rica, which can also be contacted about emergency passports.

 

Passports should be left in a hotel safe/security box. A photocopy of the personal details page should be carried for identification purposes.

 

The American Dollar, either in cash or travellers cheques, is the only foreign currency, which is freely exchangeable in Nicaragua. Banks do not exchange sterling.

 

It is essential that you take out full insurance cover for medical treatment and accidents and for unexpected losses such as cancelled flights, stolen cash, cards, passport or luggage.

 

Since many trips to Nicaragua are made via the United States, it is important to note that since 26 October 2004, all passport holders who wish to enter the US under the Visa Waiver Programme (See Entry Requirements in the Travel Advice for the United States) must present an individual machine-readable passport. Travellers without a machine-readable passport must obtain a non-immigrant visa from the nearest US Embassy prior to travel. Should you need to replace your passport in Nicaragua, you should apply via the British Embassy in Costa Rica. For further details, in particular concerning children travelling on a parent's passport, please contact the American Representation in the UK..

OTHER
Nicaragua Country Profile
 

Contact details for British Honorary Consul
 
Dr Jose Evenor Taboada

British Honorary Consul

Managua

Apartado Postal (P O Box) 2382

 

Tel (00)(505) 254 5454/3839

Fax (00)(505) 254 5295

 

E-mail: taboada@taboadalaw.com
 

Office hours:  Local: 09:00 to 13:00 and 15:00 to 18:00 Monday to Friday

GMT: 15:00 to 19:00 and 21:00 to 00:00 Monday to Friday

CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Apartado 815-1007 
Edificio Centro Colón 
(Piso/floor 11) 
San José 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(506) 258 2025

(506) 225 4049 - Out of hours (pager service) 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(506) 233 9938 




	
	Email: 
	 
	britemb@racsa.co.cr 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Office hours (GMT):
Mon-Thurs: 1400-2200/Fri: 1400-1900
Office hours (Local):
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1600/Fri: 0800-1300


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishembassycr.com 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Nicaragua 
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