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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Summary, Health and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all travel to the north of Timbuktu, the western border area with Mauritania and the eastern border with Niger, due to banditry.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· The British Ambassador to Mali is resident in Dakar, Senegal. However, there is a British Embassy Liaison Office in Bamako, offering consular and commercial advice and assistance.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should also ensure that you seek medical advice prior to travelling and that you have had all necessary vaccinations. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages for further information and guidance.

 

Crime
 
There have been incidents of armed banditry, carjacking, and kidnap in northern Mali. Extremist Algerian groups in the northern region present potential risks for travellers. Crime rates in Mali are not high but you should take sensible precautions. Do not carry valuables in public.

 

Local Travel
 
Because of the increased risk of banditry and kidnap we advise against all travel to the north of Timbuktu, the western border area with Mauritania and the eastern border with Niger.

 

Bandits and smugglers are also active across the Algeria-Mali-Niger border and constitute a real risk to travellers, especially after dark.

 

Visitors who travel to the north of Timbuktu, against our advice, are strongly advised to fly. If travelling overland in this area, it is essential to plan your journey in advance and inform local authorities (police and/or army) before leaving Bamako. A local driver/guide is also recommended. In all cases, travel after dark should be avoided.

 

Road Safety
 
Road conditions off the main roads are often poor, especially in the rainy season (June-September). Driving standards can be poor. You should take particular care and attention when driving in Bamako.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Mali is a Moslem country, where women are expected to dress modestly.

 

Homosexuality is legal in Mali, but not widely accepted.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British citizens require a visa to enter Mali, obtainable from a Malian Embassy or Consulate. Travellers from the UK should apply to Mali's representation in Brussels. There are Malian Embassies in some neighbouring countries, which issue visas.

 

All travellers must also have a valid international vaccination card with a valid yellow fever immunisation.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive medical and travel insurance before travelling. This should include cover for medical treatment and evacuation, accidents, cancelled flights and stolen cash, credit cards, passport and luggage. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance

You are advised to take medical advice before travelling and ensure that all appropriate vaccinations are up to date. Medical facilities in Mali are very limited. Malaria and other tropical diseases are prevalent. You should consider taking prophylaxis against malaria and using insect repellent.

Water is sometimes unsafe: you are advised to drink bottled water and avoid ice-cubes. There are occasional outbreaks of cholera but if you take sensible hygiene precautions you are unlikely to be affected. An outbreak between 20 June and 3 July 2005 in Kayes district affected 118 people, causing the deaths of 15. Two cases of polio have been reported in Mali since May 2005. There has been an outbreak of Yellow Fever in the Kayes region bordering Senegal. Since the end of October, 35 cases have been confirmed with 14 deaths.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

The British Embassy Liaison Office (BELO) in Bamako offers consular advice and assistance. For passport services, applications should be made to the British Embassy in Dakar. Forms are available from the BELO, which is located in the Canadian Embassy compound.

 

British nationals residing in Mali should register at the BELO, as should visitors intending to travel up-country.

 

Major banks and hotels accept credit cards and travellers cheques.

OTHER
Mali Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	Bureau De Liaison de l'Ambassade de Grande Bretagne
Enceinte de l'Ambassade du Canada
Route de Koulikoro
Hippodrome
BP 2069
Bamako
MALI 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	00 223 277 46 37

00 223 674 90 77 / 674 82 08 Mobiles 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	00 223 221 83 77 




	
	Email: 
	 
	belo@afribone.net.ml 



	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Mali 
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