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	Lebanon 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Terrorism section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise caution when travelling in the northern Beka'a Valley, the mountainous areas bordering Syria and areas of southern Lebanon close to the border with Israel south of a line between Tyre and Marjayoun.
· There is a high threat of terrorism in Lebanon. In the last six months, there has been a spate of bomb explosions in and around Beirut. You are advised to maintain a high level of vigilance in public places, including tourist sites. You should avoid military sites and Palestinian refugee camps. We also advise you to avoid any political gatherings and/or demonstrations.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling to Lebanon. You should carry identity papers at all times. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see the Travel Insurance page of the FCO website. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 

There is a high threat of terrorism in Lebanon. Since the bomb explosion in central Beirut on 14 February 2005 which killed 20, including former Lebanese Prime Minister Hariri, and injured over 200, there have been over a dozen bomb attacks in Beirut, including several targeting those who oppose Syrian involvement in Lebanon, such as politicians and journalists. The most recent was on 12 December 2005 when an MP, who was also a leading newspaper owner, and three others were killed in a car bomb in east Beirut.. Several people have been killed and over 100 have been injured in these attacks. There have been no British casualties.

 

You are advised to maintain a high level of vigilance in public places, including tourist sites.

 

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security & General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages of the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 

The risk to tourists from petty or violent crime is low by international standards, though vehicle crime is on the increase. Normal precautions should be taken.

 

Political Situation
 

You should avoid military sites, and entering any of the Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon, even if you are being accompanied by camp residents. You should exercise caution when travelling in the Beka'a valley and the mountainous areas bordering Syria where extremist groups and smugglers have been active.

 

The political and security situation in Lebanon remains unpredictable. There remains a risk that events elsewhere in the region could lead to violent incidents in Lebanon. You are advised to avoid any political gatherings and/or demonstrations.

 

You should be aware that there continue to be armed exchanges between Hizballah militia and the Israeli army on the border between Lebanon and Syrian territory occupied by Israel (Sheba’a farms), and on the Lebanon-Israel border itself. We advise caution when travelling to the areas of southern Lebanon close to the border with Israel south of a line between Tyre and Marjayoun. In the event of any incidents you are strongly advised to leave the area immediately. Entry to the area is controlled by the Lebanese security forces and access may be denied.

 

Local Travel
 

Direct transit to Syria by main roads and authorised border crossings is normally trouble free.

 

Unexploded mines and ordnance pose a danger to travellers throughout the country, especially in that part of South Lebanon occupied by Israel until May 2000. You should seek local advice before venturing off well-worn tracks. Photography should be limited to tourist sites. Photographing military sites may result in your arrest.

 

Road Safety
 

Driving standards are poor and the accident rate high. Traffic lights are not always observed. Self-drive hire is best left to the experienced. Taxis are not always in good condition; hotels can advise on firms with cars which are well maintained. Night driving should be avoided if possible, especially outside well-lit urban areas. Should you choose to drive your own car to Lebanon you should be aware that vehicles with diesel engines are now banned. Anyone attempting to enter the country in a diesel car will be required to leave the vehicle at the Syrian border.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Lebanon is part Muslim, part Christian. In many areas you will find dress codes more relaxed than in other countries of the region. But you should still dress modestly when visiting sites of religious significance such as mosques or churches – and also where it is clear that local people expect it.

 

Possession, use and trafficking of controlled drugs are all serious offences in Lebanon, which carry custodial sentences.

 

The Lebanese Criminal Code contains a general provision concerning "every sexual act against nature". Lebanese courts consider that this provision includes homosexuality. A criminal offence under this provision is punishable with a custodial sentence of up to one year.

Family Law is dealt with in the religious courts. Aspects of the law differ from UK law, including in the fields of marriage and child custody.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You can apply for a visa on arrival at your port of entry. British Overseas Citizens and British Protected Persons are still required to obtain a visa prior to travel. Visa requirements are subject to change, so you may wish to contact the nearest Lebanese Embassy for further information: Lebanese Embassy, 21 Kensington Palace Gardens, London, W84 QM; (tel: 020 7229 7265). Overstaying without the proper authority is considered to be a serious matter. You may be refused permission to leave until a fine has been paid. If your passport contains Israeli stamps you will be refused entry to Lebanon, even if you hold a valid Lebanese visa.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Lebanese Embassy in London.

HEALTH
Medical treatment can be expensive. Most hospitals are well equipped. Doctors are generally well qualified though nursing standards vary. The majority of medical staff speak French and English. You are advised to check vaccination requirements with your GP before travelling.

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling to Lebanon. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for activities you want to undertake. Please see the Travel Insurance page of the FCO website.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk
 
NATURAL DISASTERS
 

There have been no major earth tremors in recent years, but Lebanon is in an earthquake zone.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see the What We Can Do To Help page of the FCO website.

 

We recommend that you register with the Embassy's Consular Section if you intend remaining in Lebanon for any length of time.

 

You should carry original identity documents at all times. Anyone travelling outside Beirut may encounter either Lebanese Police/Army checkpoints. Photocopies of passports etc may not be accepted as proof of identity.
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Lebanon Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Embassies Complex Army Street, Zkak Al-Blat, Serail Hill PO Box 11-471 Beirut 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(00) (961) (1) 990400 (24 hours)




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(00) (961) (1) 990420 




	
	Email: 
	 
	britemb@cyberia.net.lb 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 0630-1515
Fri: 0630-1130

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0830-1715
Fri: 0830-1330


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/lebanon 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Lebanon 
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