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	Georgia 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Crime, Local Travel and Road Safety sections. We no longer advise against all travel to the Svaneti Region.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all travel to the breakaway regions of South Ossetia, Abkhazia and the Pankisi gorge beyond Akhmeta because of the heightened military and police tensions in these regions.
· You should avoid travelling alone in Georgia and take other precautions against the high levels of crime, including kidnapping.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
On 1 February 2005 there was a car bomb explosion in the city of Gori located between Tbilisi and South Ossetia. A number of policemen were killed and many more civilians injured. The motive for the attack is unknown.

 

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 
Attacks on foreigners are common. Incidents of residential break-ins, carjacking, car theft, petty theft and armed robbery as well as street crime are a common occurrence throughout Tbilisi and Georgia. Precautions should be taken when visiting the tourist areas of Tbilisi and areas frequented by foreigners, such as Vake and Saburtulo. Where possible, travel in groups and be aware of potentially threatening situations.

A British citizen was shot and killed in his home in Tbilisi on 2 December 2004. The Georgian authorities are currently investigating the murder. We urge you to review your personal security awareness and precautions. In this context, we also advise you to register your presence in Georgia with the Consular Section of the Embassy.

 

You are advised to be vigilant and take sensible precautions especially when travelling or walking alone at night as you also face the risk of being caught in attacks aimed at others. You should be careful, especially in public places. You should avoid going out or travelling after dark. Should you have to go out, carry a torch and go accompanied. While the electricity situation in Georgia has been better in 2004/05, power cuts still occur regularly.

 

Kidnapping
 
You should be aware of the high threat from kidnap. In June 2002, a British businessman was kidnapped in Georgia. It ended with his safe release after four months in captivity. The threat from kidnapping remains, but common sense precautions may reduce the risk. You should vary routes to and from work. Use a driver if possible. Keep doors locked while driving. Keep in regular contact with partners and friends. Consider calling in at agreed times each day. Where possible, drive along main roads. Consider with your employers and your family a "what if" action plan.

Local Travel
 
We advise against travel to the breakaway regions of South Ossetia and Abkhazia and the Pankisi gorge beyond Akhmeta. There is a risk of military or police activity in these areas. Caution should also be exercised in the Zugdidi and Tsalenjikha districts of the Samegrelo region, which border Abkhazia. You should not attempt to enter or leave Georgia via the land borders with the Russian Federation (i.e. Dagestan, Chechnya, Ingushetia, North Ossetia) under any circumstances. You should be aware that there is a real threat of being caught up in any spill over from the Chechen conflict.

Extra precautions should be taken when travelling in the Svaneti Region and areas along the Russian-Georgian border. When travelling to, or through, these areas you are advised to increase vigilance, review personal security and take appropriate security measures. It is advisable to travel with a local guide or recognised tour operator and inform an appropriate person of your travel plans.

 

Mountaineering/Hiking
 
If you encounter difficulties while mountaineering or hiking in Georgia, it may be difficult to organise the level of emergency/rescue assistance, which you would expect in more developed tourist destinations.

 

It can be difficult to get accurate information on mountain conditions. If you are considering trekking or mountaineering we advise you to contact Georgian companies that provide specialist guides.

 

Road Safety
 
You can drive in Georgia using a licence issued by an EU country or by using an International Driving Licence.

 

Driving is on the right. The speed limit is 60 kph in towns and cities. Outside of towns it is 80 kph unless sign-posted. You cannot turn right when the traffic signal is red.

In Georgia a blood alcohol level higher than zero is considered to be driving under the influence of alcohol.

 

Care should be taken if driving at night. Many roads are badly lit and are of poor quality. Driving conditions are stressful, and often confusing. The majority of cars are poorly maintained, and the standard of driving is erratic.

 

It is now compulsory to wear seat belts in Georgia. We strongly recommend you wear your seat belts at all times. Children under seven years of age are required to sit in child-safety seats.

 

If using taxis in Tbilisi, and other cities, it is safer to use the official red taxis.

 

Rail Safety
 
If you travel by train, do not leave your valuables or the compartment unattended. Ensure the compartment door is secured from the inside.

 

Air Safety
 
Aircraft maintenance procedures on some flights are not always properly observed. Where possible, fly directly to your destination on a scheduled international flight. Among the International airlines serving Georgia are British Mediterranean Airways, Turkish Airlines, Austrian Airlines, Air Ukraine International, and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Drug Penalties

Illegal drug use (no matter what you are using) carries stiff administrative and criminal penalties including fines and long prison terms. The penalty for smuggling drugs carries a prison term of between 5 to 20 years and/or heavy fines.

Homosexuality

Homosexuality is now legal in Georgia, but is not thought widely acceptable in society. This has not transposed into violence against homosexuals.

Photography in Sensitive Areas

Common sense should dictate that you refrain from photographing sensitive sites such as military bases and installations. This is especially true in Abkhazia, South Ossetia, as well as near the remaining Russian bases in Georgia. Always seek permission if in doubt. You should also be aware of cultural sensitivities when photographing churches and other religious sites. If in doubt, ask prior permission.

Local Currency

According to Georgian law, all goods and services should be paid for in local currency (Georgian Lari). However, US dollars and the Euro are widely used and can easily be exchanged for the local currency. You are advised not to carry large amounts of cash. Credit cards are increasingly being used and ATMs can be found in major cities. Traveller’s Cheques are not widely accepted.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
As a British National you may enter Georgia for up to 90 days without a visa. You may extend your stay in Georgia beyond 90 days by applying at the Consular Section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Georgian law provides for the immediate deportation of anyone who overstays without a valid extension, together with a ban on re-entering Georgian territory for up to one year.

The 1992 agreement allowing visas issued for one Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) country to be used to transit another CIS country is still valid for diplomatic passport holders, although not all CIS countries have signed this agreement. However, ordinary passport holders should obtain visas for all countries to be visited. If you are planning to visit two or more CIS countries, you should contact the relevant embassies in London for advice before travelling. If you travel to or in Georgia with a child other than your own, you must be able to be able to demonstrate that you have the consent of the child’s parents or guardians.

HEALTH
Medical facilities in Tbilisi are available but expensive. You are strongly advised to obtain comprehensive medical as well as travel insurance to cover illness, injury and loss of money, baggage and tickets before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and you’re your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. Outside of Tbilisi, medical facilities are limited.

 

There continue to be outbreaks of rabies in Georgia. Tap water should be avoided, due to contamination. Bottled water is widely available. Seek medical advice about precautionary measures before travelling.

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health's website at: www.dh.gov.uk
 
NATURAL DISASTERS
 

Flooding in 2005 has affected many parts of central-western and north-western Georgia. Some roads and bridges have been damaged as a result, making travel to the affected parts of Georgia difficult or impossible (particularly in remote areas). You should check with your travel agent before travelling to these areas.

 

On 26 April 2002, Tbilisi was hit by an earthquake. Overall damage was light, and electricity, water, gas and the telephone systems were unaffected, though a number of buildings were damaged.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help

You should carry a copy of your passport at all times and keep the original in a safe place.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
GMT Plaza
4 Freedom Square
Tbilisi, 0105


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	+ 995 32 274747 (Main Embassy Switchboard)

+ 995 32 274775 (Visa/Consular Enquiries)




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	+ 995 32 274792 (Main Embassy) 

+ 995 32 274779 (Visa/Consular Section) 




	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Fri: 0500-1300

Local Time:
Mon-Fri: 0900-1700


	
	Website: 
	 
	


Georgia: British Embassy Tbilisi 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Georgia 
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