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	Comoros 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Political Situation and Natural Disasters sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Do not walk unaccompanied in town centres at night.
· Take sensible precautions against pickpockets and muggers.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat of terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read “Security and General Tips” and “Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas” on the FCO website for further information and advice.


Crime

The islands, which make up the Union of the Comoros, are generally crime-free, but you should take sensible precautions against pickpocketing and mugging. You should not walk around town centres unaccompanied at night. You should keep a copy of your passport with you, and if possible keep the original in a safe place (such as a hotel safe or deposit box).

Political Situation

There were demonstrations in September 2005 against fuel price increases in Comoros which resulted in one fatality. The situation was quickly brought under control by the authorities.

But you should be aware of the possibility of political or other unrest and should avoid public protest meetings and demonstrations.

Local Travel

You can travel between the three islands, either by boat or by air. Following years of crisis, facilities on Anjouan are rudimentary at best. Moheli has few facilities for visitors.  On Grande Comore (also known as Ngadijza) there are a few hotels of an acceptable standard in or near the capital Moroni.

Road Safety

On Grande Comore, the main round-island road is of a reasonable standard, but some other roads are in a poor condition. You may use either a UK or International driving licence for up to 3 months. You should consult the Ministry of Foreign Affairs if an extension is required.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
The Union of the Comoros is predominantly Moslem, and it is important for visitors to respect the customs associated with Islam. Whilst Comorans are tolerant towards other cultures (for example, alcohol is not banned and is available in hotels and restaurants), they expect moderate behaviour from non-Moslem visitors, such as non-consumption of alcohol in public places, and modest dress in public.

 

Homosexuality is not illegal in Comoros. Sex with minors is.

 

Anyone found guilty of drug smuggling or possession will be imprisoned for 4 to 5 years. On release, the person will be fined (in proportion to the quantity of drugs seized) and then deported.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Visas are required but can be obtained on arrival at Hahaya airport, or at other points of entry.  Passports need to have 3 months’ remaining validity.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country.  For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration, please contact the Comoran Embassy in Paris, Rue Marbeau 20, 75116 Paris, telephone: (33) (1) 40679054.

HEALTH
Outbreaks of cholera are occasionally reported in all three islands. You should avoid drinking tap water, and use only sealed bottled water. Strict food hygiene precautions are essential.

 

Malaria is prevalent on all three islands. There is currently an outbreak of Chikungunya virus and measles. Please seek medical advice before travelling.

 

Medical facilities are basic and limited on all three islands, and most are private.

 

You should check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk, or contact your own GP for up to date advice on vaccinations and preventive measures to protect your health.

 

We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling and include cover for medical repatriation. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 

The Comoros is in the cyclone belt and can be affected by cyclones between January and April.

 

The Karthala volcano near Moroni on Grande Comore erupts periodically, the most recent eruption being 24 November. You should check the situation locally before making plans to visit that part of the island.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help.

 

The British High Commission in Mauritius is responsible for consular matters on the Comoros.

 

Electricity and water supplies have frequently been interrupted in Comoros, especially Grande Comore, in the last year. This has disrupted hospitals and other public services. Medicines and food may not have been safely stored.

 

The Banque International du Comore (affiliated to BNP) is the only established bank on Grande Comore, and banking facilities are minimal on the other islands. BFI, one of the local banks, does not exchange sterling cash. Only one or two hotels accept credit cards for payment of bills, but will not provide local currency against credit cards. Some hotels and restaurants will accept some foreign currencies (Euros and US Dollars preferred). Change may be given in local currency.

 

The nearest Comoran Embassy to the UK is in Paris, Rue Marbeau 20, 75116 Paris, telephone: (33) (1) 40679054. The Comoran Honorary Consul in the UK, Mr Khaled Chehabi, can be contact at 4th Floor, 12 Stanhope Gates. London, W1K 5AW; Tel: 020 7491 2098.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
Les Cascades Building
Edith Cavell Street
Port Louis
PO Box 1063 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(230) 202 9400

(230) 252 8006 Duty Officer (in case of genuine emergency out of office hours) 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(230) 202 9408 

(230) 202 9407 Consular/Visa 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bhc@intnet.mu 
bhc@intnet.mu Consular & Immigration Section 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 0345-1145
Fri: 0345-0930

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0745-1545
Fri: 0745-1330


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Comoros 
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