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	Burundi 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Health, Natural Disasters and General sections. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all but essential travel to Bujumbura and against all travel to other parts of Burundi unless with an organised UN mission, but even then your safety cannot be guaranteed.
· The threat from indiscriminate attacks by rebel groups is high, particularly in Bujumbura Rural province.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· If you must travel, we strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling.  You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake.  Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read: Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.
 
Crime
 
There is a high risk of street crime in Bujumbura. Muggings at gunpoint, purse snatching, pick-pocketing, burglary, car break-ins, and car hijackings have all been reported. Take sensible precautions ie do not walk in the streets after dark and do not carry large amounts of money. You should not drive alone after dark.
 
We advise against travelling outside central Bujumbura (the area bordered by the rivers Muha and Ntahangwa and Boulevard 28 du novembre) after dark.
 
There is a curfew throughout the country from 23:00 to 06:00.
 
On 29 April 2005, an armed gang tried to force entry into a Western diplomatic residence and threw a grenade, although no-one was hurt.
 
Political Situation
 
A 5,500-strong UN peacekeeping force (ONUB) has been deployed in Burundi since June 2004. One active rebel group (the FNL) remains outside the peace process and attacks both army positions and civilians, particularly in the hills around Bujumbura, and less frequently in other central and northern provinces of Burundi.

A series of elections was held in Burundi between June and September 2005. Despite some isolated security incidents during the municipal elections in June, the polls generally passed off peacefully.

Although the security situation has stabilised in much of the country, the risk of sudden outbreaks of armed violence, acts of banditry or cross-border incursion by rebel groups remains. The new government has made talks with the FNL and dealing with criminality (including through increased police training) a priority. But these will take time.

We therefore continue to advise against all travel outside Bujumbura except with an official UN escort, which will have assessed the security situation prior to giving authorisation. We continue to advise against using the Bujumbura to Butare (Rwanda) road, on which there are still occasional ambushes, again unless as part of an official UN convoy.

If you must enter Burundi despite this advice, you should exercise extreme caution. You should regularly review the situation and consider whether your presence is essential. All British nationals in Burundi should register at the Belgian Embassy (tel: +257 22 32 66) and seek their advice on the latest situation.
 
Local Travel
 
Burundi’s border with DRC is liable to closure at short notice.
 
Road Safety
 
All roads around Bujumbura and many others are subject to ambushes by rebels or by criminals. Roads are often closed whilst the military carry out operations against rebels and major routes are closed to all traffic after 16:00.
 
Air Safety
 
Five carriers fly in and out of Burundi: Rwandair, Ethiopian Airlines, Kenyan Airways, TMK and Air Burundi. Neither TMK nor Air Burundi are ICAO/IATA approved.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Visas are required for visits to Burundi. Visas can be obtained on arrival. Further advice on visas can be obtained from the Burundi Embassy in Brussels (tel +32 22 304535) or from the Burundi Embassy in Kigali (tel +250 575512 fax +250 576418) if travelling from Rwanda. You will also be required to provide a Yellow Fever vaccine certificate upon arrival.
HEALTH
Malaria and HIV/AIDS are prevalent in Burundi. Only very limited medical facilities are available. In the event of serious accident or illness an evacuation by air ambulance may be required. It is therefore essential that you take out full insurance cover for medical treatment and accidents. You should any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake.  Please see: Travel Insurance

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at www.dh.gov.uk or contact your own GP for up to date advice.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 

A powerful earthquake struck the Lake Tanganyika region (on the border of Democratic Republic of Congo and Tanzania) on 5 December 2005. Tremors were felt as far away as Kigali and Nairobi. There were few reports of casualties.

 

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

You should be aware that Burundi is covered by the British Embassy in Kigali, Rwanda. British representation in Burundi is limited to a Liaison Officer (tel: +257 24 64 78. Address: Building Old East, Place de L'Independence, Bujumbura), who can provide advice. British nationals should register with the Belgian Embassy, (tel: +257 22 32 66) in Bujumbura.

 

Contact details of the British Embassy in Kigali, Rwanda are given below.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Parcelle No 1131
Boulevard de l'Umuganda
Kacyiru-Sud
BP 576 Kigali


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(250) 584098

(250) 585771

(250) 585773




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(250) 582044 




	
	Email: 
	 
	embassy.kigali@fco.gov.uk General 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 0600-1000/1100-1500
Fri: 0600-1000

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1200/1300-1700
Fri: 0800-1200


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishembassykigali.org.rw 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Burundi 
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