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	Angola 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary, Crime, Local Travel and General section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all but essential travel to North and South Lunda Provinces, where there has been police activity to expel illegal diamond miners, and the interior of Cabinda Province, where there is an active separatist movement.
· Travel to areas of Angola beyond Luanda can be difficult and dangerous. We recommend that those travelling out of Luanda should do so only in the company of persons or organisations experienced in local conditions.
· The main risk to visitors to Luanda is from the high level of crime.
· You should register with the Embassy on arrival, and de-register on departure.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please see Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 
In the capital, Luanda, criminal violence including muggings, car-jackings and armed hold-ups can occur in any area at any time. Muggings, particularly to steal mobile telephones, as well as armed car-jackings appear to be on the increase. A high proportion of the civil population is armed. We advise against walking around Luanda after dark.

 

Local Travel
 

We advise against all but essential travel to North and South Lunda Provinces. In early 2004, the armed forces and police conducted a campaign to expel illegal immigrants and unlicensed diamond prospectors from the area. In any event the area is generally more prone to crime and unrest than other parts of the country, thus calling for more caution.

 

We advise against all but essential travel to the interior of Cabinda Province. There have been kidnappings and other attacks on foreigners in the province, where there is a separatist movement and a large military presence.

 

Travel outside Luanda can be difficult and dangerous. There is widespread poverty, social exclusion and disease; a shattered infrastructure and millions of mines and items of unexploded ordnance throughout most of the country.

 

Transport and accommodation are extremely limited outside Luanda, so make arrangements in advance. If you travel outside Luanda, you should do so in the company of persons or organisations experienced in local conditions.

 

Road Safety
 
Some roads are gradually being opened up, though conditions are very poor and travel is usually in convoy. Outside major urban areas, mines and unexploded ordnance are a significant problem. There have been incidents of mines exploding, with loss of life, in places previously thought to be safe. Even in "cleared" areas, you should keep to well-established routes and take local advice on the up to date situation from the United Nations or an international Non Governmental Organisation.

 

While visitors may drive on a UK licence for up to 30 days, an International licence or translation of the UK licence is recommended.

 

Air Safety
 
Most internal travel continues to be by air, though the quality and maintenance of aircraft operated by non-scheduled airlines within Angola cannot be relied on. Following a review carried out by the UN, all UN personnel in Angola are recommended to use Sonair or Air Gemini for domestic air travel within the country.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
There are no major problems over religious observance; some 40% of the population is Roman Catholic, 10% other Christians, and the rest adherents of local religions.

 

You must not use cameras, binoculars, maps, etc near government buildings of any description. Taking photographs in the streets and other places risks arrest and detention, or at least a shakedown by local police in search of bribes.

 

Trafficking and use of drugs carries severe penalties. Homosexual practices are illegal.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need to obtain a valid, legible visa before travelling to Angola and your passport must be valid for a minimum of six months on entry. You will also need a certificate of inoculation against Yellow Fever. This may be enforced at the airport. If you intend to take up employment, including short term contracts, you must have a valid work permit before travelling.

 

We advise you to check all requirements with the Angolan representation in the UK. Applications for visit or work visas for Angola must be made at the Angolan Embassy accredited to your country of residence.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration, please contact the Angolan Embassy in London.

HEALTH
Malaria, hepatitis A and B, rabies, and polio are prevalent. The levels of HIV/AIDS are uncertain, but you should be aware of the dangers of unprotected sex.

 

There are several competent clinics run by expatriate organisations in Luanda, but otherwise health care is precarious.


For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk or contact your own GP for up to date advice on vaccinations and measures to protect your health.


We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling, including cover for medical repatriation by air ambulance. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.
GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

Our Embassy in Angola does not issue passports. Before you set off, you should ensure that your passport is valid for at least six months and has several unused pages remaining. Applications for new passports are accepted by the Consular Section at the British High Commission in Pretoria in person or by courier (if a courier is used, the cost will have to borne by the applicant.) In an emergency only, the British Embassy in Luanda can issue an Emergency or Temporary Passport. However, Emergency Passports are valid for a single journey only back to the UK using agreed transit points as necessary, or to Commonwealth countries providing prior arrangement exists with the authorities of the Commonwealth country concerned. The British Embassy in Luanda will be able to advise you which of these options suits your circumstances, and can supply the name of local courier companies in Angola.

You should register with the British Embassy in Luanda on arrival and de-register before leaving. If you plan to travel outside the capital you should advise the Embassy of your destination.

Identity documents should be carried at all times, plus vehicle documentation for those travelling by road.

Credit cards are only accepted in a very limited number of hotels and restaurants. Always ask whether your card will be accepted before incurring expenditure. Cash withdrawals are not possible. The very small number of Multicaixa ATMs in Luanda do not accept foreign cards. Travellers' cheques are not accepted. Funds may be remitted from the UK to Angola (but not in the other direction) by Western Union who have a number of agencies in Luanda and elsewhere and whose details are listed on their website. Travellers should bring enough cash for their needs or ensure that their sponsoring company or agency has made suitable arrangements. It is illegal to take kwanzas (the local currency) out of the country.
OTHER
Angola country profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Rua Diogo Cao 4
Caixa Postal 1244
Luanda 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(244) (222) 334582

(244) (222) 334583

(244) (222) 392991

(244) (222) 397681




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(244) (222) 333331 




	
	Email: 
	 
	Postmaster.Luanda@fco.gov.uk 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon & Fri:0700-1300
Tues, Wed, Thurs:0700-1130/1300-1600 
Visa Section: Mon & Fri: 0730-0830
Tues, Wed, Thurs: 0730 - 0900 

Local Time:
Local time is one hour ahead of GMT. 


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishembassy.gov.uk/angola 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Angola 
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