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This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Crime section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all travel to the north east border areas between Albania and Kosovo because of the very poor condition of the roads and the risk of unexploded ordnance.
· Although public security is generally good, particularly in Tirana, crime and violence still represent a serious problem in some areas. Gun ownership is widespread.
· Albania shares with the rest of Europe a threat from international terrorism.
· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places visited by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling to Albania. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

Albania shares with the rest of Europe a threat from international terrorism. You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read: Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas for further information and advice.

Crime

Public security is generally good, particularly in Tirana, and Albanians are very hospitable to visitors, but crime and violence still represent a serious problem in some areas. In September 2005, a bus travelling from Tirana to Skhodra, with three British tourists amongst the thirty passengers, was boarded by an armed gang who robbed the passengers at gunpoint. Although there have been no recent reports of crime aimed at the expatriate community, you should be vigilant about personal security, dress modestly and not display expensive items such as watches and cameras. Central Tirana is generally trouble-free.

You should bear in mind the widespread ownership of firearms.

Local Travel

We advise against all travel to the north east Border areas between Albania and Kosovo. In addition to other risks, many parts of the land route from central Albania to Kosovo are in very poor condition. There are risks from unexploded ordnance in border areas. The areas around Tirana, Durres and Saranda are relatively trouble-free, but you should avoid travelling at night.

Road Safety

Driving can be very hazardous. Roads are poor, especially (but not only) in rural areas. In winter, mountain roads are snowy and icy. During hot spells, the tarmac can melt and become slippery. Flash flooding is possible throughout the year. Drivers should stay alert for large, unmarked potholes. Street lighting in urban areas is subject to power cuts. Elsewhere, except on the major inter-urban arterial routes, there is no street lighting, so night travel is best avoided. We suggest using four-wheel drive vehicles in Albania. There is no national recovery system, so cars should be self-sufficient, carrying minor repair equipment including jack, spare wheel, fan belts, wiper blades, local phrase book, first aid kit, water and overnight food when in remote areas.

Motorists should adhere to road traffic law. Even minor infractions may result in a motorist being fined. Drivers with foreign plated vehicles draw particular scrutiny from the Road Traffic Police.

Albanian driving can often be aggressive and erratic. Minor traffic disputes can quickly escalate, especially as some motorists are likely to be armed. We strongly advise visitors who drive to avoid reacting to provocative behaviour by other road users. If you are involved in a traffic accident, even a minor one, you are required to wait until the police arrive. This will usually happen quickly in built-up areas.

You should expect queues at all border crossings, especially at weekends and during the summer months.

Air Safety

Security at Tirana’s Mother Teresa airport is not up to western European standards, although a number of international carriers do fly to and from Tirana.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Homosexuality is not illegal but is not yet accepted as a cultural norm. We recommend discretion in relation to public displays of affection.

 

Penalties for drug related crimes are severe.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British passport holders are obliged to pay a 10 Euro entry and a 10 Euro exit tax. The entry tax will be waived for residents for future travel to Albania provided a resident permit has been obtained.

 

British citizens are permitted to remain in Albania for 30 days on entry without a visa. After that period, they must decide either to apply for a residence permit or leave the country. If staying in Albania for more than 30 days, you should present yourself to your local police station 10 days before the expiry of the initial 30 days permit of stay. The Albanian authorities insist that a UK police report, stating that an applicant does not have a criminal record, must be submitted with the resident permit application form. A family seeking to take up residence must additionally provide notarised birth and marriage certificates. British nationals working in Albania for charities, philanthropic and humanitarian organisations are excluded from the residence permit fee. British nationals should contact the British Embassy for details.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact: Albanian representation in the UK
HEALTH
We strongly recommend that comprehensive travel and medical insurance is obtained before travelling to Albania, including evacuation by air ambulance. Medical facilities (including accident and emergency) are very poor, particularly outside Tirana. We do not recommend using the dental facilities.

 

There are high levels of Hepatitis in Albania. Rabies is also a matter of concern as there are large numbers of stray dogs, although there are no reports of the disease in Tirana at present. Cases of tick borne encephalitis have been reported in the north of the country. Vaccination is available but we advise travellers to keep all areas of the body covered when close to shrubs or bushes, and to inspect themselves regularly for ticks.

 

For information on necessary vaccinations, refer to the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk or contact your GP. Drink only bottled water and UHT milk.
GENERAL
If you are visiting Albania for more than a few days we recommend that you register with, or make your presence known to, the Consular Section of the British Embassy in Tirana. On-line registration is the preferred option of most visitors. This may be done by accessing the e-registration form in the Consular Information Section of the British Embassy’s website (see below).

 

Cheques and credit cards are not widely accepted in Albania, although some credit cards are accepted by the bigger international hotels in Tirana. Foreigners have been the victims of credit card frauds. Visitors may prefer to use cash. Most transactions in Albania are done on a strictly cash only basis using the Lek. There are numerous bureaux de change in the major towns and cities where Sterling, US Dollars and Euros are widely accepted for exchange. Although street money changers operate openly, they are operating illegally. We therefore advise you to only use banks or established bureaux de change.

 

The British Embassy does not have the facility to issue passports.  We advise visitors to check the validity of their passports and, if necessary, to renew them in the UK before travelling to Albania. The Embassy can accept passport applications for dispatch to the British Embassy in Rome. You should allow 3 to 4 weeks for receipt of the new passport. If you lose a passport while in Albania, the British Embassy does have the facility to issue you with an emergency travel document.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Rruga Skenderbeg 12
Tirana 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(355) 4 2 34973/4/5




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(355) 4 2 47697 




	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	Local Time:
Mon-Thur: 0830-1700; Fri: 0830-1430
(GMT: +1hr in winter/+2hr in summer) 


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.uk.al 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Albania 
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