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                                                                                                  Travel Advisory
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Travel Advisory: Spain
Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

The Advice was issued on Friday, 04 February 2005, 11:06:52, AEDT. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Spain are advised to exercise caution and be aware of developments that might affect their safety. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities. Be aware of concern about the security environment because of a risk of terrorism and street crime. You should be vigilant and watch the media for information about possible new safety or security threats.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

A well-coordinated series of bomb attacks on the Madrid commuter train system on 11 March 2004 caused 191 deaths and injured more than 2000 people. In April 2004, a device was found on train tracks and defused. A number of Islamic extremists have been arrested in connection with the bomb attacks. As a result of these attacks there are increased security measures on Spain's transport systems. 

For decades Basque separatist group ETA (Euskadi ta Askatasuna - Basque Homeland and Liberty) has been waging a terrorist campaign in Spain. The ETA continues to target Spanish tourist destinations including coastal resorts, the government (including buildings and officials), and economic and related infrastructure, including transport hubs such as airports, seaports and train stations. A number of foreign tourists were injured in bomb blasts in the Spanish coastal resorts of Alicante and Benidorm in July 2003. In early December 2004, small explosions across eight cities injured several people. 

Despite recent large scale arrests of ETA activists, the possibility of further ETA attacks remains. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Large demonstrations and public gatherings occur and have turned violent in the past. 

Personal Security 

Street crime is a serious problem in large Spanish cities, especially Madrid and Barcelona. Muggings have increased and petty crime such as pick-pocketing and bag snatching is prevalent, particularly in tourist areas and on public transport (including the Metro). Street crime is occasionally accompanied by violence. 

Ploys to distract the attention of tourists while accomplices carry out thefts are common. Victims may be distracted by the criminal accomplice putting disagreeable substances on the victim's clothes or by being approached by a well dressed stranger asking for assistance (eg for a broken down car) or for directions (using a map to hinder the victims view of their bags). There have also been incidents where slashed tyres have afforded thieves the opportunity to "assist" in changing tyres, while their accomplice steals from the car. Cars with foreign number plates are often targeted in this way. 

There have also been incidences of thieves posing as plainclothes police officers and, while pretending to enquire after identification, taking money and credit cards from tourists' wallets. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Spain is located in an active seismic zone. In the event of a natural disaster local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

There are lottery scams emanating from individuals claiming to represent various state lotteries in Spain. Australians who have been victims of Spanish lottery scams are advised not to travel to Spain to seek restitution but to obtain legal advice. Further information is available from the Spanish Embassy in Canberra. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Spain, well in advance of travel. 

Spain is party to the Schengen Agreement, along with 14 other European countries. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel bulletin on the Schengen Convention. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance and should register with: 

Australian Embassy 
2nd Floor 
Plaza del Descubridor Diego de Ordas, 3 
Santa Engracia 120, 
28003 Madrid SPAIN 
Telephone (34) 91 441 6025 
Facsimile (34) 91 442 5362 
Web: http://www.spain.embassy.gov.au 

Limited consular assistance, which does not include the issue of Australian passports, may be obtained from: 

Australian Honorary Consulate 
Federico Rubio 14 
41004 Seville SPAIN 
Telephone (34) 95 422 0971 
Facsimile (34) 95 421 1145 

Australian Honorary Consulate 
1st floor 
Plaza Gala Placidia, No. 1-3 
08006 Barcelona SPAIN 
Telephone (34) 93 490 9013 
Facsimile (34) 93 411 0904 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

Australians planning travel and those overseas are encouraged to monitor our travel advice updates, including through use of our free subscription service, at smartraveller.gov.au. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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