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                                                                               Liberia (April 8, 2005)

                                                                               Travel Advisory (DO NOT TRAVEL)

                                                                               Australian Government 


Travel Advisory: Liberia

Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Wednesday, 06 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 08 April 2005, 17:40:30, AEST. 
Australians should defer all travel to Liberia. Australians in Liberia should consider leaving unless they have compelling reasons to stay. Despite current ceasefire agreements the risk of civil unrest remains constant in the capital city, Monrovia, and conflict continues outside Monrovia. 

Australians in Liberia are strongly urged to register with the Australian High Commission in Accra, Ghana (contact details below).

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Australians should defer all travel to Liberia. Australians in Liberia should consider leaving unless they have compelling reasons to stay. Despite current ceasefire agreements the risk of civil unrest remains constant in the capital city, Monrovia, and conflict continues outside Monrovia. 

The combatant parties in Liberia have signed a peace agreement and a broad-based transitional government assumed power in October 2003. UN peacekeepers are deployed throughout the country but they can only provide limited security around Monrovia and the main population centres. Sporadic fighting continues in some areas and looting is reported throughout the country. Tens of thousands of refugees and displaced persons are placing a strain on food supplies and housing in Monrovia and other major cities. 

Personal Security 

Violent crime, particularly at night, is on the increase throughout Liberia and is often directed at foreigners. Police forces are ill-equipped to provide effective protection. 

Australians who remain in Liberia should consult a reputable security company about their individual security arrangements and adoption of appropriate security measures. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers’ cheques and US dollars cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. Credit cards are not accepted in Liberia and few commercial establishments accept travellers’ cheques. ATMs are not available in Liberia. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Commercial fraud is prevalent in West Africa including Liberia. Individuals have been the victims of extortion after being persuaded to travel to Liberia on business. Fraudulent documents, including cheques, have been used in commercial dealings. For further details, see our information on International Financial Scams. 
Photographic identification is required for government security checkpoints. 

Driving especially after dark, is hazardous due to poor road conditions, poorly maintained vehicles and a lack of sufficient street lighting. Public transport is limited. 

The rainy season is May to November when flooding may occur. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Penalties in Liberia for possession, use or trafficking of illegal drugs are severe and can include heavy fines and imprisonment. Photography around military installations, air and seaports and government buildings is prohibited. Penalties for the illegal export of diamonds from Liberia are severe and can include imprisonment. Homosexual activity is illegal. 

Consistent with local custom and sensitivities, travellers should dress and behave conservatively. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Liberia well in advance of travel. A valid Yellow Fever Certificate is required for entry into Liberia. Police authorities require passports to be presented at a police station within 48 hours of arrival in Liberia. 

Health Issues 

Medical facilities are poor in Liberia. Water-borne diseases and malaria are prevalent. HIV/AIDS infection rates are high. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australia does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Liberia. Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the nearest Australian High Commission. This is in Ghana at: 

Australian High Commission 
2, Second Rangoon Close 
(cnr Josef Broz Tito Ave) 
Cantonments 
Accra, GHANA 
Telephone: (+233) 21 701 2961-3 or (+233) 31 777 080 
Facsimile: (+233) 21 776 803 
Email: AccraHC.Enquiries@dfat.gov.au 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

Australians planning travel and those overseas are encouraged to monitor our travel advice updates, including through use of our free subscription service, at smartraveller.gov.au. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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