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                                                Travel Advisory

                                                Government of Australia

Travel Advisory: Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Sunday, 10 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 22 April 2005, 16:03:42, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued The overall level of the advice has not changed.

Australians in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) are advised to exercise caution and monitor developments that might affect their safety. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities. Be aware of concern about the security environment because of the risk that tensions on the Korean Peninsula could escalate with little warning. 

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

The DPRK is separated from the Republic of Korea in the south by a demilitarized zone. Tensions between the two countries rise and fall from time to time and have the potential to escalate with little warning. Tension on the Korean Peninsula may also rise and fall depending on progress in an ongoing international dispute over the DPRK’s nuclear program. 

Personal Security 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards and cash. Banking facilities are limited and travellers may experience difficulties in exchanging currencies. Travellers’ cheques are not accepted. Cash is the most acceptable form of payment with the Euro being the most widely accepted currency. It is not possible to use a debit or credit card to withdraw cash in the DPRK. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Independent tourism is not permitted in the DPRK. Tourism is only permitted in groups organised by DPRK officials, or by approved travel agencies. Foreigners are expected to be accompanied by an official guide at all times. 

There are continuing serious energy, pharmaceutical and other shortages. Modern tourist facilities are limited. While food shortages are widespread in the DPRK, there are hotels and restaurants with food that can be purchased with hard currencies. 

The DPRK national carrier, Air Koryo, provides scheduled services to the capital, Pyongyang, from Beijing. It is essential to re-confirm and have air tickets endorsed several days before return travel, as an issued ticket does not guarantee a seat. For most travellers, this will be done by their travel agents or inviting organisation in the DPRK. A train service also operates between Beijing and Pyongyang. Travel time is around 23 hours with lengthy delays common. 

The typhoon season is from July to August during which time flooding may disrupt travel, especially in rural areas. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. 

Australians considering travel to the DPRK should be aware that almost all travel into the country is routed through Beijing and should consult the Department's travel advice for the People's Republic of China. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

Foreign visitors may be arrested, detained or expelled for activities that would not be considered crimes in Australia, including involvement in unsanctioned religious and political activities, engaging in unauthorised travel, or interaction with local nationals. 

It is a crime in the DPRK to show disrespect to the country's current or former leadership or their families. Foreigners in the DPRK are closely observed by the authorities, which may include searching belongings in hotel rooms and monitoring telephone and facsimile services. 

The DPRK does not recognise dual nationality. This may limit the ability of the Australian Government to provide consular assistance to Australian/DPRK dual nationals who are arrested or detained. 

Photographing roads, bridges, airports, rail stations, seaports, or anything other than designated public tourist sites can be perceived as espionage and may result in confiscation of cameras and film, and/or detention. Photographing scenes of poverty or scenes that may cause a negative impression of the DPRK may result in the confiscation of cameras and film, or detention. North Korean guides can provide permission to take photographs. DPRK authorities may seize documents, literature, audio and videotapes, compact discs and letters which they deem to be religious, pornographic or political in nature. 

The DPRK Government does not permit foreign travellers to carry satellite phones such as Inmarsat and these may be confiscated on entry. Mobile phones and global positioning satellite (GPS) receivers are also not permitted and must be deposited on entry and collected on departure at the Customs checkpoint. Some hotels in Pyongyang provide for direct dial international telephone calls but call charges are very expensive. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, well in advance of travel. 

Foreigners who enter the DPRK are expected to register with the authorities, through their host organisation, within 24 hours of arrival. If staying in a hotel the registration process is normally carried out by the hotel. 

Health Issues 

Quarantine regulations are likely to be strictly applied by local authorities to travellers who exhibit medical symptoms related to serious communicable disease. Further information is available from the nearest Embassy or Consulate of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. 

The World Health Organization has reported cholera and typhoid fever occuring in the DPRK. Outbreaks of malaria have also been reported. Medications may not be available within the DPRK. 

Medical treatment and facilities may not meet the standards Australians might expect and immediate cash payment for services in Euros or other foreign currency may be required. A hospital for foreigners, with English speaking doctors, operates in the Munsudong District of Pyongyang, but even hospitals in Pyongyang may lack adequate heating and medical supplies and often experience power outages and other difficulties. 

Medical evacuations from the DPRK can be provided by emergency assistance companies such as SOS International and Medex but are expensive and difficult to arrange, and delays may be experienced obtaining required approvals. Evacuation is likely to be via China and may require Chinese visas and approvals. 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and medical insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusion in their policy. Insurance which includes emergency evacuation coverage from the DPRK is recommended. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australia does not have an Embassy or Consulate in the DPRK. Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the nearest Australian Embassy. This is in China at: 

Australian Embassy 
21 Dongzhimenwai Dajie 
Sanlitun 
Beijing 100600, PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
Telephone (86 10) 6532 2331 
Fax (86 10) 6532 4605. 

The Swedish Embassy in Pyongyang can provide limited consular assistance. Contact details are: 

Swedish Embassy 
Munsudong District 
Pyongyang, DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Telephone (850 2) 381 7904 or (850 2) 381 7485 
Facsimile (850 2) 381 7663. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on telephone (02) 6261 3305. 
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