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                                                                                                    Government of Australia


Travel Advisory: Brazil

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
This Advice is current for Sunday, 10 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Thursday, 27 January 2005, 10:57:30, AEDT. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on Local Law and Customs. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Brazil should exercise caution and monitor developments that might affect their safety, particularly in Rio de Janeiro. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities. Be aware of concern about the security environment because of a risk from serious criminal activity. You should be vigilant and watch the media for information about possible new safety or security threats.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Political and labour strikes and demonstrations occur sporadically and may turn violent. 

Personal Security 

Violent crime, including muggings, in the larger cities of Brazil, particularly Rio de Janeiro, is frequent. Tourist destinations within the cities are often targeted by criminals. Crime levels are very high in slum areas (favelas). The use of weapons is not uncommon in Brazil and tourists can be a target, especially during Carnival. Victims have been seriously injured or killed when attempting to resist the perpetrators of such crimes. There have been a number of sexual assaults reported in coastal tourist areas. 

'Quickie kidnappings' (where victims are abducted off the street, often by strangers 'offering assistance', and then transported to automatic teller machines (ATMs) and forced to withdraw funds) and car jackings continue to be a problem throughout all major cities. Drug trafficking and smuggling also occur in the border areas. 

Tourists have been robbed and assaulted after using unregistered taxis. The purchase of a prepaid taxi ticket upon arrival at the airport, use of registered taxi ranks and/or pre-booked registered taxis will minimise the risk of robbery. 

Petty crime such as pickpocketing and bag snatching is common. Thieves are known to operate in outdoor markets, in hotel lobbies and on public transport and also target hotel room safes. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. Credit card fraud is widespread in Brazil. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

The risk of travellers becoming lost and injured, if trekking without a trained guide in the remote parts of the Amazon border regions and the Pantanal wetlands, is substantial. 

Seafarers are advised that piracy occurs in the coastal areas of Brazil. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel bulletin on piracy at sea. 
Flash floods and landslides can occur, particularly in the rainy season. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. Drug offence penalties are severe. 

It is a legal requirement in Brazil to carry evidence of identity at all times. 

Children travelling to Brazil alone or with only one parent should possess a letter of consent for travel, translated into Portuguese and certified by the Brazilian embassy or consulate in Australia. 

There is a nationwide ban on smoking in many public areas. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Brazil, well in advance of travel. 

On arrival in Brazil, Australians must complete an arrival card which consists of an original and carbon copy. The carbon copy should be kept and presented to immigration authorities on departure from Brazil. Failure to do so can complicate departure from the country. 

Australians travelling to Brazil through the United States of America (USA), including those in transit in Honolulu or other USA points of entry, should be aware of the need to meet USA entry/transit requirements. Travellers to Brazil are therefore recommended to check their visa needs well in advance of travel with the nearest American Embassy or Consulate. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel advice for the USA. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance and should register with the: 

Australian Embassy 
SES QD 801 
Conjunto K, Lote 07 
BSB, DF 70200-010, 
Brasilia, BRAZIL 
Telephone (55 61) 226 3111 
Facsimile (55 61) 226 1112 
E-mail embaustr@terra.com.br 

or 

Australian Consulate-General 
Alameda Ministro Rocha Azevedo 456 
2nd Floor 
Jardins 
Sao Paulo 0141 0000, BRAZIL 
Telephone (55 11) 3085 6247 
Facsimile (55 11) 3082 4140 

Limited consular assistance, which does not include passport issue, may be obtained at the: 

Australian Consulate 
Veirano e Advogados Associados 
Av. Presidente Wilson, 231, 23rd Floor 
Rio de Janeiro RJ 20030-021, BRAZIL 
Telephone (55 21) 3824 4624 
Facsimile (55 21) 2262 4247 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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