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                                                                       Travel Advisory (EXTREME CAUTION)

                                                                       Australian Government


Travel Advisory: Angola

Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Wednesday, 06 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 15 April 2005, 16:28:51, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security and health issues. The overall level of the advice has not changed.

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to Angola, with the exception of Luanda. Australians in Luanda, and those who consider their presence in other parts of Angola to be essential, should exercise extreme caution. There are ongoing security risks in Angola including from armed banditry and criminal violence. 

There is a large outbreak of Marburg virus haemorrhagic fever in Angola. The Department of Health and Ageing advises that the risk of contracting the virus is very low unless there has been travel to the affected area and direct contact with infected blood or bodily fluids. 

Australians in Angola should register with the Australian Embassy in Zimbabwe (contact details below).

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to Angola, with the exception of Luanda. Australians in Luanda, and those who consider their presence in other parts of Angola to be essential, should exercise extreme caution. The signing of a ceasefire in April 2002, after 27 years of civil war, has improved the security situation in Angola. However, there are ongoing security risks, including from localised civil unrest. Tension is particularly high in the provinces of Cabinda, where an active separatist movement is based and foreigners have been kidnapped and threatened, and Lunda Sul and Lunda Norte, where police and military operations have been conducted. 

Demonstrations and large public gatherings occur and may turn violent. 

Personal Security 

The crime rate is high throughout Angola. Criminal violence is a problem and armed banditry and carjackings are common. 

Travel at night outside of Luanda is very dangerous. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Travellers’ cheques and credit cards can only be used at major hotels. ATMs do not accept international cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. If photocopies are to be used in place of the original, the copies will need to be notarised by an Angolan Notary Public to have any validity. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Over one-third of the population is internally displaced and infrastructure remains heavily damaged following Angola’s 27-year civil war. Landmines remain uncleared in many rural areas. 

Approval from the Angolan authorities is sometimes required for travel outside Luanda, particularly to Lunda Sul and Lunda Norte. 

Public transport systems may be overcrowded, poorly maintained and unsafe. The safety standards Australians might expect may not be met on internal flights, particularly on unscheduled flights or those operated by non-recognised airlines. 

Road traffic accidents are common. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. Penalties for drug offences are severe. 

Australians should carry their identity documents, or notarised copies at all times. 

Photography of or near government buildings or other infrastructure may lead to detention. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Angola well in advance of travel. 

Health Issues 

Yellow fever vaccinations are required for Angola and proof of this is required on entry to the country. Chloroquine resistant and cerebral malaria are endemic to the region. Access to adequate medical facilities is limited and difficult. Medical and emergency facilities outside the capital are extremely basic. Clinics will normally expect payment in cash for services dispensed. 

There is a large outbreak of Marburg virus haemorrhagic fever in Angola, centred in the Uige province of northern Angola. The World Health Organisation (WHO) is coordinating a large international medical response to control the outbreak. The Department of Health and Ageing advises that the risk of contracting Marburg infection is very low unless there has been travel to the affected area and direct contact with the blood or bodily fluids (eg saliva, urine) of infected persons or animals, or objects that have been recently contaminated with infected body fluids. 

Health-care workers intending to travel to a Marburg-affected area to provide care for infected individuals should only do so as part of the WHO-coordinated response and should be fully aware of the stringent infection control precautions appropriate for Marburg virus infections and have access to appropriate personal protective equipment. Further information can be obtained at the World Health Organization (WHO). 

For information on other prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australia does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Angola. Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with the nearest Australian Embassy. This is in Zimbabwe at: 

Australian Embassy 
29 Mazowe Street 
The Avenues 
Harare 
Telephone (263 4) 253 661 
Facsimile (2634) 253 679 
Website http://www.zimbabwe.embassy.gov.au/ and 
E-mail: zimbabwe.embassy@dfat.gov.au or ahc@africaonline.co.zw . 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

Limited consular assistance, which does not include the issue of Australian passports, may be obtained from: 

Australian Honorary Consulate 
Rua Guilherme Pereira Ingles, No 41, 4B 
Largo das Ingombotas 
Luanda 
Telephone (244 2) 335 561, (244 2) 335 546, (244 2) 335 557 or (244 2) 393 289 
Facsimile (244 2) 393 360 
Email tim.clifton@bhpbilliton.com 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305.
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