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September 1998 Addendum
     [1] Violent conflict is now widespread in Democratic Republic of Congo (DROC).a This conflict was precipitated by the outbreak, on August 2, of a rebellion apparently led by members of the DROC’s Tutsi ethnic minority, both the DROC’s armed forces and in separate militias.b The rebellion, which has declared its objective to be the overthrow of the DROC Government, led since early 1997 by Laurence Kabila, quickly gained control over much of the eastern and western regions of the DROC. c
     [2] This conflict has become internationalized.a The Kabila administration has alleged that the rebellion was actively supported from its outset by the government of Rwanda and Uganda, countries adjacent to the DROC’s eastern regions, from which the DROC Government had failed to prevent insurgents from attacking Rwanda and Uganda.b Although the Rwanda and Uganda governments have not admitted any involvement, independent international media have repeatedly published reports describing movements of soldiers as well as material and logistical support from these countrie to the DRC.c During the second half of August, the Governments of Angola, Zimbabwe and Namibia sent ground and air forces into the DRX to support the Kabila Government, which successfully defended the DROC’s capital, Kinshasa, and reasserted Government control of the parts of the DROC’s western region.d However, the rebels continue to control much of the eastern DROC, including the towns of Goma and Kisangani. e
     [3] This conflict also has ethnic overtones. Members of the Tutsi ethnic group appear to be at high risk of both official mistreatment and popular violence in areas controlled by the Government of the DROC.a The Kabia administration has detained many Tutsis and media owned and controlled by the Government have incited widespread and often violent popular abuse of Tutsis, who have long been discriminated against in the DROC. b       

     [4] Conversely, members of some non-Tutsi ethnic groups, in particular Hutus, may be at high risk of mistreatment in areas controlled by the rebels.a
     [5] The situation in the DROC remains dangerous, unstable and unpredictable.a The Department has closed the American Embassy and has publicly warned American citizens to avoid travel to the CROC. b
     The views expressed in this report are those of the U.S. Department of State, and its authors, not PARDS. A copy of this report is provided as a courtesy to our clients: immigration attorneys, current applicants, and those contemplating filing for political asylum in the United States. Readers are encouraged to obtain a copy of the PARDS critique of the Department of State’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, International Religious Freedom Report, Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, or Issue Paper series from our web page: http://www.pards.org/profilecrtitique.doc. We welcome your questions, comments and requests. 

NOTE: The text of this report was drawn from the Department of State’s original version, font enlarged for ease of review and the paragraphs numbered for ease of reference. Those Department of State reports for which a comprehensive source and statement-by-statement PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment have been prepared contain an alphabetic superscript at the end of each sentence. To order a report-specific PARDS Critique and Reliability Assessment, email your request to politicalasylum@gmail.com or call us at 1(609) 497 – 7663. 
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PARDS Report-Specific Source
and Report Reliability Assessment
     To order a comprehensive Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment of the D.o.S. Democratic Republican of Congo Country Report on Human Rights Practices (1970s – Present), International Religious Freedom Report (2000 – Present), latest Profile of Asylum Claims and Country Conditions Report, benefit from the assistance of an internationally known and respected, country-specific expert, or obtain claim-relevant documentation call PARDS 1 (609) 497 - 7663.
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WARNING: By regulation, D.o.S. Profiles of Asylum Claims Reports are a part of the record, principal lens, but inherently flawed means by which adjudicators come to understand country conditions, standard by which to assess asylum, withholding of removal, and Convention against Torture claim plausibility and merit. This report contains internal inconsistencies, distortions, and omissions intended to undermine petitioner credibility, claim plausibility and merit. Underline all claim-relevant statements. Circle or highlight distortions. Compare and contrast claim content with this report noting themes omitted by D.o.S. Any uncorrected deviation between content of petitioner’s claim and testimony, and this report, provide a basis for claim denial. Internal inconsistencies, distortions, and omissions are correctable through: (1) a PARDS Report-Specific Source and Reliability Assessment, (2) internationally known/ respected country experts, and (3) claim-relevant documentation available from PARDS. Font size was increased for ease of review, paragraphs numbered and sentences identified by alphabetic super script for ease of reference, and report-specific outline attached.

