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COUNTRY DESCRIPTION: The Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) is composed of four states, named after their main islands, and dozens of atolls extending over a large area of the north central Pacific.  The four states are: Pohnpei (formerly Ponape), Kosrae (formerly Kusaie), Chuuk (formerly Truk) and Yap.  The federal capital is located at Palikir, on the island of Pohnpei, close to its largest city, Kolonia.  The FSM is a constitutional democracy, and is party to a Compact of Free Association with the United States.  Read the Department of State Background Notes on Micronesia at http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/1839.htm for additional information. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  U.S. citizens require proof of citizenship and presentation of a completed "FSM Immigration Arrival and Departure Record" to enter the FSM.  The FSM accepts one of the following as proof of citizenship: a U.S. passport or a certified U.S. birth certificate.  The passport must be valid for at least 120 days beyond the date of entry into the FSM.  The U.S. Embassy in Kolonia advises U.S. citizens to enter and depart the FSM on a valid U.S. passport.  The "FSM Immigration Arrival and Departure Record" can be obtained from your air carrier prior to arrival at the point of entry.  There is no limit to the length of time U.S. citizens and nationals may remain in the FSM.  All states except Yap levy a departure fee.  A health certificate may be required if the traveler is arriving from an infected area.  

The U.S. Embassy in Kolonia does not issue U.S. passports; passport applications are accepted from persons living or traveling in the FSM and forwarded to the Honolulu Passport Agency in Hawaii for processing. 

See our Foreign Entry Requirements brochure at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/brochures/brochures_1229.html for more information on the Federated States of Micronesia and other countries.  For more information about FSM entry requirements, travelers may consult the Embassy of the Federated States of Micronesia at http://www.visit-fsm.org/visitors/entry.html, 1725 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20038, tel: (202) 223-4383 or go to http://www.visit-fsm.org/visitors/entry.html.  The FSM also has Consulates in Honolulu and Guam. 

For entry and exit requirements pertaining to dual nationality and the prevention of international child abduction, read our information at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1469.html.  For Customs Information see http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html.
 
SAFETY AND SECURITY: U.S. citizens in the FSM should review their own personal security practices, be alert to any unusual activity around their homes or businesses, and report any significant incidents to local police authorities. 

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department’s Internet web site at http://travel.state.gov/, where the current Worldwide Caution Public Announcement, Travel Warnings and Public Announcements can be found. 

Up-to-date information on security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll free in the U.S., or, for callers outside the U.S. and Canada, a regular toll line at 1-202-501-4444.  These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays). 

The Department of State urges American citizens to take responsibility for their own personal security while traveling overseas.  For general information about appropriate measures travelers can take to protect themselves in an overseas environment, see the Department of State's pamphlet A Safe Trip Abroad at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1747.html. 

CRIME:  On occasion foreigners have been subject to, and possibly singled out for, theft and verbal and physical abuse.  Modern Western swimwear may be considered immodest by local standards, and persons wearing such clothing outside of hotels that cater to tourists could be subject to harassment. 

INFORMATION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME:  The loss or theft abroad of a U.S. passport should be reported immediately to the local police and the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  If you are the victim of a crime while overseas, in addition to reporting to local police, please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate for assistance.  The Embassy/Consulate staff can, for example, assist you to find appropriate medical care, to contact family members or friends and explain how funds could be transferred.  Although the investigation and prosecution of the crime is solely the responsibility of local authorities, consular officers can help you to understand the local criminal justice process and to find an attorney, if needed. 

See our information on Victims of Crime at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1748.html

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND HEALTH INFORMATION:  Health care facilities in the FSM consist of hospitals on each of the four major islands and a few scattered clinics.  These facilities sometimes lack basic supplies and medicines, and the quality of health care varies.  Doctors and hospitals may expect immediate cash payment for health services. U.S. medical insurance is not always valid outside the United States.  Supplemental medical insurance with specific coverage for overseas treatment and medical evacuation may prove useful.  Medical evacuation can be very expensive for non-ambulatory patients.  Scuba divers are advised there are only three decompression chambers in the FSM (in Yap, Pohnpei, and Chuuk), their availability varies, and there is very little experience in treating dive injuries. 

Information on vaccinations and other health precautions, such as safe food and water precautions and insect bite protection, may be obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's hotline for international travelers at 1-877-FYI-TRIP (1-877-394-8747) or via the CDC's Internet site at http://www.cdc.gov/travel.  For information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad consult the World Health Organization's (WHO) website at http://www.who.int/en.  Further health information for travelers is available at http://www.who.int/ith. 

MEDICAL INSURANCE:  The Department of State strongly urges Americans to consult with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm whether their policy applies overseas and if it will cover emergency expenses such as a medical evacuation.  Please see our information on medical insurance overseas at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1470.html.   

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS:  While in a foreign country, U.S. citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United States.  The information below concerning Micronesia is provided for general reference only, and may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance. 

In Micronesia, drivers drive on the right-hand side of the road, as in the United States.  However, the majority of vehicles have the driver’s seat on the right side.  Traffic, particularly in the state capitals, is increasing.  Congestion is a problem particularly at the beginning and end of the workday.  Most roads are narrow and without sidewalks, creating a hazard for both drivers and pedestrians.  Many roads are in poor condition, with potholes and little or no shoulder.  Road conditions can worsen after heavy rains.  Driving skills vary; drivers often make turns or stop to pick up pedestrians without warning.  Roads outside the towns are often unpaved, and are used by pedestrians, playing children, animals and drivers alike.  Streetlights are rare.  Taxis are available in state capitals, but visitors are advised to be careful, since some taxi drivers are reckless.  There is no formal training in road safety; so many drivers are unaware of road safety rules.  Drunk drivers can pose serious hazards, in particular on weekend evenings. 

Please refer to our Road Safety page for more information at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1179.html. 
For specific information concerning Micronesian driving permits, vehicle inspection, road tax and mandatory insurance, contact the Micronesia national tourist organization offices via the Internet at http://www.visit-fsm.org/. 

AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT:  As there is no direct commercial air service between the United States and the Federated States of Micronesia, the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has not assessed the FSM’s Civil Aviation Authority for compliance with ICAO international aviation safety standards.  For further information, travelers may contact the Department of Transportation within the U.S.  At 1-800-322-7873, or visit the FAA’s internet web site at http://www.faa.gov/safety/programs_initiatives/oversight/iasa.  

Continental Micronesia Airlines is the only commercial carrier serving the FSM.  Flight schedules and routes are limited and subject to change.  There may be little flexibility or alternatives if flights are canceled or missed. 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES:   Micronesian customs authorities assess import taxes on cigarettes, tobacco, alcoholic beverages, gasoline, and other items that exceed specified amounts.  All imports are subject to physical inspection by customs officials.  There are strict quarantine regulations restricting entry of plant and animal products.  It is advisable to contact the Embassy of Micronesia in Washington or one of Micronesia's consulates in the United States for specific information regarding customs requirements. 

Please see our information on customs regulations at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html. 

CRIMINAL PENALTIES:  While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that country's laws and regulations, which sometimes differ significantly from those in the United States and may not afford the protections available to the individual under U.S. law.  Penalties for breaking the law can be more severe than in the United States for similar offenses.  Persons violating Micronesian laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, arrested or imprisoned.  Penalties for possession of, use of, or trafficking in illegal drugs in Micronesia are strict and convicted offenders can expect jail sentences and heavy fines.  Engaging in illicit sexual conduct with children or using or disseminating child pornography in a foreign country is a crime, prosecutable in the United States.  Prison conditions in the FSM meet minimal international standards.  Legal procedures provide for due process. For more information visit http:// travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1467.html. 

CHILDREN’S ISSUES:  For information on international adoption of children and international parental child abduction, see the Office of Children’s Issues website at http://www.travel.state.gov/family/family_1732.html.
.
REGISTRATION AND EMBASSY LOCATION:  Americans living in or visiting the Federated States of Micronesia are encouraged to register at the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy in Kolonia or through the State Department’s travel registration website, https://travelregistration.state.gov, and to obtain updated information on travel and security within Micronesia.  Americans without Internet access may register directly with the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  By registering, American citizens make it easier for the Embassy or Consulate to contact them in case of emergency.  The U.S. Embassy in Kolonia is located on Kaselehlie Street (the main downtown street) across from the Botanical Garden.  The mailing address is P.O. Box 1286, Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia 96941. The telephone number is (691) 320-2187.  The fax number is (691) 320-2186.  The U.S. Embassy’s website can be accessed at either http://kolonia.usembassy.gov/ or http://micronesia.usembassy.gov/.  

*     *     *

This replaces the consular information sheet dated December 15, 2004, to update the sections on Aviation Oversight, Embassy Location and web site addresses. 

Complements of

Political Asylum Research

And Documentation Service (PARDS) LLC

145 Witherspoon Street

Princeton, New Jersey 08542

www.pards.org
Phone: 1 (609) 497 – 7663

politicalasylum@gmail.com
Internal File: FederatedStatesofMicronesia(ConsularInformationSheet)U.S.DepartmentofState(July19,2005)

                                                                                        Complements of www.pards.org
                                                                                        Princeton, New Jersey 08542

